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By John Queen 
KA@SEY 


Okay, here's a pop quiz. How many different 
amateur radio awards can be earned throughout the 
world? Twenty? Two-hundred? Try over 2,000!! 
According to the annually published K/BV 


Directory of DX Awards, there are over 2,300 - 


awards available for the ambitious ham radio 
operator. 


Chapter 8 of the fifth edition ARRL Operating 
Manual lists many DX awards and the qualifying 
criteria to earn them. In browsing through the 
awards, I found it interesting to learn that some of 
the awards are reasonably easy to earn. 


However, there are other awards that few 
amateurs will ever see. Take for example the 
Jakarta Award. Sponsored by the Organisasi Amatir 
Radio Indonesia (ORARIJ), all you need to do is 
work 20 stations (including one club station) in 
Jakarta, the capital city of Indonesia. Now, I don't 
know about you, but I can barely spell Jakarta, 
much less having hopes of working a single ham 
station there! 


Here's another one. It's called the Worked 
Danube River Award (WDRA). No kidding! To 
get it, simply work the countries next to the Danube 
River including 15 DL stations, 7 OE stations, 5 
HA stations, 3 YO stations, 2 OK stations, 1 LZ 
station, and 1 UOS station. Easy, eh? 


_ Well, if you're not up to going after that one, 
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you could always concentrate on just one country. 
Take for example, the W 100 LZ Award. It's a piece 
of cake. Simply work 100 different stations in the 
country of Bulgaria within one calendar year. 


If you thought the 5-band Worked All States 
award was too easy, you can always go after Spain's 
version. It's called the 5-band TPEA award. Simply 
work all 52 Spanish provinces on five bands! 


How about this one? It's the Six Counties 
Award presented by the country of Liberia. All you 
need to do is work at least one amateur station in 
each of six counties in Liberia on at least two 
different bands. 


Okay, maybe those are a little to tough to go 
after. So here's an award you can go after that 
doesn't restrict you to operate on certain bands, 
modes, or geographic locations. It's called the DTC 
REF HONOR awarded from the Reseau des 
Emetteurs Francais (in France). The only 'catch' is 
the quantity of confirmed QSO's you must make: 
20,000! Can you say 'eternity'? 


Okay, maybe these examples are some of the 
extremes. Afterall, award chasing is supposed to 
be fun. I think I'll stick to the awards I know I can 
earn. Now where did I put those qualifications for 
the Rag Chewers' Club’... 


73's, de KA@SEY, John 
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Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service bs Nad ; 
Moose Amateur Radio Club Ae 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National Capitol ARES Council 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
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Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
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Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc: 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 
Baltimore Chapter #20 
Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 
Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 
Vic Clark Chapter #91 
Washington Chapter #23 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club if jie 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Waldorf Repeater Support Group 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. AGT a. 


lumbia Union College, HMS Richards B ae ilove Aven 
beltway exit 30, South on Colesville Roa 1 ‘0 Franklin Avenu 
Franklin to Flower, right on Flower to. Carroll Ave., left on Ca ol : 
Greenwood Ave., left on Greenwood to ) 2nd Dulce on left. . 
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By Jack Kelleher 
W4ZC 


LEAGUE CALLS ON FCC TO KILL ANTI- 
THEFT SYSTEM PETITION 


The ARRL says there’s rio justification for the 
FCC to consider increasing power limits or 
expanding the frequency range of Part 15 anti-theft 
systems that operate on HF. Commenting in 
response to a Petition for Rulemaking from 
Checkpoint Systems Inc—a manufacturer of the 
theft-deterrent devices—the League said the 
proposal was “technically baseless” and “fails to 
account for the extremely high interference 
potential” to licensed services. Under FCC rules, 
Part 15 devices must comply with specified 
radiation and emission limits and protect licensed 
services from harmful interference. 


Such anti-pilferage devices detect tags 
concealed within or attached to protected articles 
by using a continuous RF sweep over the frequency 
range of operation. Typically, systems are set up 


so that customers can only exit via a gate equipped | 


with one of the devices. The systems now use 
frequencies in the 1.7 to 10-MHz range. 

Checkpoint wants the FCC to permit operation in 
the 1.705 to 30-MHz band at an increased 
maximum radiated emission level. 


i Pointing out that the FCC already has addressed 
the issue in the past, the ARRL said Checkpoint’s 
ee 


# 
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petition was based on “the simply bad policy of 
increasing RF emissions of Part 15 devices as a 
means of combating alleged increases in ambient 
noise levels.” The League said the real reason 
behind the petition was to “increase the 
marketability of one manufacturer’s outdated 
technology” in the face of newer 900-MHz 
technology that can handle wider separation 
between the exit gates, such as those that might be 
found in warehouses and distribution centers. 
(Tnx ARRL Ltr Vol 16, #26, 6/26/97) 


FCC SEEKS COMMENTS ON PETITIONS 
FILED TO AMEND AMATEUR RULES 


The FCC has invited comments supporting or 
opposing three Petitions for Rulemaking that affect 
the Amateur Service. Comments due within 30 
days of publishing in The Federal Register: 


* RM-9115, filed in March by the American 
Radio Relay League, requests that the FCC amend 
its rules to expand the ability of stations active in 
the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES) to communicate with non-RACES 
amateur stations and to relax the time restrictions 
on RACES emergency drills and tests. 


* RM-9106, filed by the ARRL, requests 
amendment of rules governing the Amateur Service 
to authorize operation on 7100 to 7300 kHz in 
American Samoa. 


* RM-9113, filed by Jerry J. Johnson, 
WA3WZEI, Laurel, Maryland, asks the FCC to 
permit retransmission of emergency weather 
information by any ham station authorized to 
transmit FM above 144 MHz. 


* RM-9114, filed by James Cardillo-Lee, 
KE6VGV, Petaluma, California, asks that the 
Commission change the Amateur Service rules to 
permit hams who are emergency personnel 
engaged in disaster relief efforts to use ham radio 
frequencies while in paid-duty status. (Tnx ARRL 
Ltr v16, #26 6/26/97) 

Continued next page 
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FORBES ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS HAM RADIO 
“MAGIC” 


Readers of the July 7, 1997, issue of Forbes 
magazine won’t find any sleight of hand in the 
article “There’s Magic in It,” by James Clash, 
WA3JID. The two-page feature talks discusses 
what it is about ham radio that’s kept the hobby 
alive when it “should have died with the advent of 
modern communications.” ARRL Executive Vice 
President David Sumner, K1ZZ, is among those 
prominently mentioned in the story—along with 
other ham radio luminaries such as former US Sen 
Barry Goldwater, K7UGA; country music star Pat 
Loveless, KD4WUJ (who’s shown spinning the 
dial of her transceiver); and US astronaut L. Blaine 
Hammond, KCSHBS. 


As Clash’s article explains, ham radio 
continues to thrive, and the number of hams 
worldwide has quadrupled over the past 30 years. 
The numbers have continued to increase an average 
of 6% annually since 1990 when the Internet 
started becoming a popular diversion. One point 
the article makes is that the Internet has become 
an ally of ham radio rather than an enemy. 


The article apparently sparked the ham radio 
flame among readers, several of whom already 
have called the ARRL for more information about 
getting into (or back into) the hobby. Clash 
included the League’s address and telephone 
number. 


ARRL Public Relations Assistant Jennifer 
Gagne, NITDY, assisted the author in gathering 
information and photographs for the article and 
served as his host during his visit to ARRL 
Headquarters. Hams will find it an informed and 
fun read that avoids the stereotypes and 
misconceptions about ham radio that sometimes 
appear in media portrayals of the hobby. (Tnx 
ARRL Ltr v16, #26 6/26/97) 


NEW JERSEY TVI LAWSUIT APPEALED 


Neighbors who failed in an effort to sue a 
Lafayette Township, New Jersey, ham as a nuisance 
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for interfering with their TV, telephone, and garage 
door opener have appealed the case to a higher 
court. In April, New Jersey Superior Court Judge 
Reginald Stanton said that federal law prevented 
him from declaring ham radio interference a 
nuisance in the case against Walter Sea apie 
K2WK. : 


The plaintiffs—Kornienko’s next-door 
neighbors, Leopold and Karen Korins—appealed 
the unfavorable decision to the Superior Court’s 
Appellate Division. Bob Shelton, N2EDF—a 
retired New Jersey judge who’s acting as an 
advisor to the case—said' that in court remarks 
before rendering his decision, Stanton said that 
Kornienko was operating legally and properly and 
that were it not for the federal preemption issue, 
he would first require the Korinses to take 
measures to prevent the RF interference in their 
home before restricting Kornienko’s hamming 
activities. 


Shelton said members of the Sussex County 
Amateur Radio Association purchased filters to 
alleviate the RFI, but the Korinses would not let 
the club members install them. “We bent over 
backwards to help these people,” said Shelton, a 
club member. Shelton also said that Karen Korins’ 
negative remarks in court about Kornienko’s 
antenna towers has led him to believe that the issue 
goes beyond RFI. 


Kornienko, an avid contester, already has spent 
more than $10,000 on legal fees in the suit. He has 
permission from the township for his 48 and 90- 
foot towers. He also has some verticals on his 
property. The Kornienkos live on 3.5 acres on a 


hilltop in a rural section of Sussex County in New 


Jersey’s northwestern corner. 


_ The ARRL has agreed to seek to file a friend- 
of-the-court brief in the appeal. A defense fund has 
been established to help Kornienko pay his legal 
expenses.—thanks to The Hudson Loop and Bob 
Shelton, NZEDF. (Tnx ARRL LTR 
V 16, #26, 6/26/97) 


Continued next page 
August 1997 | 
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 * Leap second alert: A “leap second” will be 
added between 23:59:59 UTC June 30, 1997, and 
00:00:00 UTC July 1, 1997. The “leap second” 
(defined in this case as 23:59:60 UTC) is added 
from time to time to compensate for the slowing 
_ of Earth’s revolution. (Tnx ARRL LTR V16, 
#26, 6/26/97) 


PROPOSED SPREAD SPECTRUM RULES 
CHANGES 


Replying to comments filed in response to the 
FCC’s plans to relax Amateur Radio spread 
spectrum (SS) rules, the ARRL has suggested that 

the Commission “arrived at a balanced approach” 
in its Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (FCC 97- 
10, released March 3, 1997). The Notice proposed 
to amend Part 97 rules to facilitate spread spectrum 


_ communication by means of additional spreading 


codes and the incorporation of automatic power- 
limiting circuitry. The League said the 
Commission’s notice was “carefully crafted to 
accommodate competing interests,” including 
more flexibility for ham SS operation and 
avoidance of problems with other users, including 
narrowband ham operation and unlicensed Part 
15 devices. The ARRL had originally petitioned 
for the SS rules changes. 


The comments were split among those who felt 
the rules changes were too liberal and those who 
felt they didn’t go far enough. Among the recurring 

themes were issues involving the incompatibility 
_of narrowband modes and SS on the same bands 

and the requirement for automatic power control 
(amateur SS operations are currently restricted to 
amaximum of 100 W output). Under the proposed 
tule, operation about 1 W would require provisions 
to reduce power automatically to the minimum 
necessary. Some commenters recommended that 
the FCC also permit in-mode station identification 
and permit SS emissions on all ham bands above 
50 MHz. The League noted that concerns about 
possible SS interference with weak-signal and 
satellite work in the same bands were beyond the 
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scope of the proceeding, because the Notice “does 
not propose to either increase power for SS 
emissions, nor expand the frequencies on which 
SS transmissions may be conducted.” The ARRL 
said that because commenters cited no instances 
of interference, “there is thus no justification for 
imposition of additional restrictions on SS 
emissions.” The ARRL filing added that informal 
band planning was the best approach to avoiding 
interference to narrowband users. The ARRL also 
deflected opposing comments of Part 15 users by 
noting that they “generally have no [legal] standing 
to object to Amateur Service rules changes.” 


The League urged the FCC to adopt the changes 
spelled out in its March Notice “without delay.” 
The rules changes “will permit increased 
experimentation and continued protection against 
any increase in interference potential,” the 
League’s filing stated. (Tnx ARRL LTR V16, 
#25, 6/20/97) 


Iu PROGRESS REPORT 


During the week of June 9, ARRL International 
Vice President Larry Price and Technical Relations 
Manager Paul Rinaldo were in Geneva representing 
the IARU and ARRL, respectively, at the meeting 
of ITU Radiocommunication Study Group 8, 
which deals with mobile, amateur, 
radiodetermination and related satellite services. 
Rinaldo presented his final progress report as 
chairman of Task Group 8/2, which has been 
dealing with wind profiler radars. He reported that 
the results of the group’s work had been accepted 
by the recently concluded 1997 Conference 
Preparatory Meeting (CPM-97). Task Group 8/2 
produced a new ITU-R report and three new 
recommendations, which have now been approved. 
While sharing could not be avoided entirely, it 
was possible to influence the choice of frequencies 
to minimize interference to the amateur and 
amateur-satellite services. 


There was consideration of the structure of SG 


8. The outcome was that the amateur services will 
continue to be part of Working Party 8A along with 
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land mobile. WPs 8B aeronautical/maritime 
mobile) and 8C (radiodetermination) will be 
merged as WP 8B. 


The new chairman of ITU-R Working Party 
8D (mobile-satellite service), Takeshi Mizuike, of 
the KDD R&D Lab, is familiar with Amateur 
Radio. He will be dealing with technical studies 
related to Little and Big LEOs. 


IARU raised the question of whether a special 
Task Group should be established to handle WRC- 
99 preparatory studies related to Radio Regulations 
Article $25, which has been assigned to Study 
Group 8. The question was considered to be 
premature, as the Chairman of SG 8 wants to wait 
until immediately after WRC-97 to decide how the 
Study Group will prepare for WRC-99. 


Some European countries at the SG 8 meeting 
raised objections about ITU recommendations 
containing numerous national, regional or 
commercial standards. The subject came to a head 
over a draft recommendation on digital voice radio 
dispatch systems for land mobile. The issue 
demonstrated how industry has gained a stronger 
voice in ITU affairs in recent years. The debate 
over which standards will be included is to be 
passed to the 1997 ITU Radiocommunication 
Assembly, October 20-24, in Geneva. (Tnx ARRL 
LTR V16, #25, 20/6/97) 


FCC MAKES 47-GHZ BAND SPECTRUM 
AVAILABLE: 


The FCC has made available for public, | 


_ commercial use 1 GHz of spectrum in the 47-GHz © 


band. The FCC made available 47.2 to 48.2 GHz, - 
which is currently allocated for fixed, fixed- - 
satellite and mobile uses. The action does not 
involve the Amateur Radio allocation at 47.0 to 
47.2 GHz. The Report and Order was adopted May © 
2.—(Tnx ARRL LTR V16, #24, 20/6/97) 


ARRL PROPOSES USE OF 7100-7300 MHz in 
SAMOA 


* ARRL requests 7100-7300 kHz for American 
Samoa: The League has asked the FCC to amend 
its Amateur Service rules to permit ham use of 7100 | 
to 7300 kHz in the Territory of American Samoa © 
on a non-interference basis to broadcasters “‘as a 
domestic exception to the International table of 
Frequency Allocations.” American Samoa, in ITU 
Region 3, is an unincorporated, unorganized | 
territory of the US some 2100 miles from New 
Zealand. The current 40-meter band in Region 3 
extends from 7000 to 7100 kHz. The ARRL said — 
the absence of ham access to the entire 7000 to 
7300 kHz band impedes communication “because 
the emergency communications stations that would © 
otherwise be accessible to American Samoa — 
amateurs are established above 7100 kHz.” The © 
petition notes that Western Samoa, Australia and . 
New Zealand all permit domestic use of the entire — 
7000 to 7300 kHz allocation by hams as long as 


harmful interference is not caused to the primary — 


occupant of the 7100 to 7300 segment in Region — 
3, the broadcasting service. (Tnx ARRLLTR V16, : 
#24, 6/13/97). 


INTERNET LINKED TO REPEATERS - AN AREA FIRST! 


The Green Mountain Repeater Association (GMRA), has completed testing of the internet 
phone system. The 146.61 and 146.88 repeaters in Cheverly and Greenbelt, MD respectively, 
now have communications to the internet to amateurs throughout the world. Linking is 
presently done on a part-time basis. Listen for the repeater voice announcements for the 
times and the specific repeater being used. Driving down the beltway talking to an amateur 
in Japan or Europe on 2 meters is now possible. The technology is there and they are using it! 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By. John Swafford, 
WAHU 


The purpose of the ARRL Letter is to provide the 
essential news of interest to active, organizationally 
minded radio amateurs faster than it can be 
disseminated by our official Journal, QST. We 
strive to be fast, accurate and readable in our 
reporting. Material from the ARRL Letter may be 
reproduced in whole or in part, in any for, including 
photo reproduction and electronic data banks, 
provided that credit is given to The ARRL Letter 
and The American Radio Relay League. 


~ HAM RADIO SERVING AS EXTRA LINK 
DURING MIR CRISIS 


= For US ham-astronaut Mike Foale, KBSUAC, 
aboard the crippled Mir space station, ham radio 
is providing a valuable supplement to conventional 
Russian and NASA communication systems. Foale 
has already used the ham gear aboard Mir to talk 
to NASA managers and fellow astronauts and 
exchange health and welfare news as the crew 
struggles to stabilize the ship after Wednesday’s 
collision with an unmanned cargo rocket. Routine 
ham radio operation and school contacts have been 
canceled during the current Mir crisis, however. 


Astronaut friends of Foale’s gathered late 
Wednesday morning—yjust hours after the 
mishap—at WSRRR at Johnson Space Center in 
Houston for the scheduled Mir pass and QSO. 
“When we got there, it was a packed room. Ninety 
percent of the room was licensed astronauts. “said 
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Matt Bordelton, KCSBTL, the SAREX principal 
investigator. 


As Bordelon related: “A hush fell over the room 
as Mir started its trek above the horizon. We didn’t 
know if they would be on-power was down to 50% 
available and all nonessential equipment was 
turned off. Before we even had a chance to call 
up, Mike called down for us!” 


Following a collective sigh of relief, Bordelon 
said astronaut Dave Leestma, NSWQC, took the 
mike and started talking. “Mike was in good 
spirits.” Several others in the room also chatted 
with Foale during the 10-minute contact. 


Foale asked for some personal items to be sent 
up when the next Progress supply ship flies. And 
he had good news. Two of his major experiments 
are okay. They are in the Priroda module where 
he and the cosmonauts are living until repairs can 
be made to the damaged spektr compartment. At 
the time the Mir station should be able to resume 
normal ham radio contacts. 


“Amateur Radio has a very low priority when 
survival is the key, and power is critical on Mir,” 
SAREX Working Group Chairman Roy Neal, 
K6EUE, said in assessing the situation. A supple 
ship is being readied and could carry a replacement 
solar panel and other supplies to Mir within two or 
three weeks. NASA Shuttle-Mir Project Manager 
Frank Culbertson said repairs likely would require 
a space walk or two by the Mir crew. 


“Tt was a very successful pass,” Bordlon said 
of Wednesday’s contact with Foale. “All were very 
thankful for the ham radio and the excellent link it 
provided.” Bordelon said he does not expect Foale 
to have the ham radio on at all times during the 
current crisis, “but I think he’ll do more passes 
with us,” he added. 


Bordelon said that astronaut Ken Bowersox 
was so impressed, “he wants to get his license next 
week.” As Neal put it: “it’s proving that ham radio, 
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as always, is an invaluable aid to health and welfare 
during critical times.” Neal said that as repairs 
progress, “it’s safe to say that disaster has been 
avoided. Repairs probably can and will be made, 
and ham radio will continue providing a personal 
link to help Mike Foale stay in touch with his home 
base.” 


Ham-astronaut and former Mir crew member 
Jerry Linenger, KCSHBR, told reporters 
Wednesday that the Mir crew had to power down 
everything possible, including some life-support 
systems, in the wake of the collision. The crash 
initially resulted in a loss of as much as 50% of the 
Mir’s electrical power. By Thursday, the Mir has 
70% of its power back. The cargo spacecraft 
sheared off half of a Spektr solar panel and 
damaged the module itself. When the crew sealed 
off the compartment, they had to cut cables from 
three other panels. 


Speaking at a NASA press briefing, Linenger 
characterized the Mir as “a darkened ship’ and said 
the crew would operate “in a slowdown mode” 
until the effects of the mishap could be corrected. 
The accident cut off Foale from his sleeping 
quarters and personal items in the Spektr module, 
which also contains most of the US experiments 
aboard Mir. Foale has been aboard Mir since mid- 
May, when he replaced Linenger. 


Linenger told the press conference Wednesday 
that it was “too early to comment” on what the 
latest problem aboard Mir might mean for the 
future of the 11-year-old space station, which 
already has outlasted its anticipated life span by 
six years. Linenger said fire and decompression 
are the two most dangerous things aboard a 
spacecraft “and we’ ve had both of those.” During 
Linenger’s four months aboard Mir early this year, 
the crew experienced a fire, a near collision with 
another cargo rocket, and coolant system leaks. 


FIELD DAY! SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
(Looking Back) 


Yes, we know, Field Day has come and gone, 
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but let’s look back fora moment. Field Day. For 
some it’s the competition, for others it’s the 
camaraderie (and maybe the food), for still others 
it’s a chance to test their skills (and that new 
antenna, radio, or camping gear) “in the field” 
under simulated emergency conditions. For most 
hams, Field Day is all of these and more—an 
annual ham radio happening that’s become greater 
than the sum of its parts. 


Now 64 years old, Field Day did not start out 
as the vaunted test of emergency preparedness it 
is considered today (nor was it on the fourth 
weekend in June). The first “International Field 
Day” on June 19 and 11, 1933, it was “just a test 
of portable equipment” for US and Canadian 
amateurs, says former ARRL Communications 
Manager George Hart, WINJM, who’s operated 
in 50 Field Day events over the years. Hart says 
then-Communications Manager Ed Handy, 
W1BDI, came up with the ideal (Sweepstakes was 
also his brainstorm). “He had a real active mind,” 
Hart said. 


Under the early Field Day rules, only portable 
stations “actually in the field, away from the ‘home’ 
address” were eligible to submit Field Day scores. 
At that time, ARRL sections counted as multipliers 
in scoring and portable-to-portable contacts 
counted double. (According to the old Federal 
Radio Commission rules, you had to notify the 
FRC that you were going to be operating away from 
your normal location, too.) Operating Field Day 
in the early years was further complicated by the 
fact that it was a lot harder to come up with a way 
to supple the necessary plate and filament voltages 
in the field than it is with today’s mostly 12-V 
equipment. 


It was not until the second annual Field Day, 
in 1934, that Handy’s Field Day writeup in QST 
raised the aspect of emergency preparedness— 
something to keep in mind in 1997, the Year of 
Public Service. “Keep an operative portable at 
hand all the year, so it will be where you can put it 
to work promptly in the event of disaster or public 
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emergency,” Handy wrote more than six decades 
ago. Even with all of the ultra-portable equipment 
available today, his admonition stands, especially 
as we recall the service hams have provided in 
recent months in the aftermath of floods, tornadoes 
and other disasters. But in addition to being a 
preparation for public service, Field Day also is 
fun 


As ARRL Executive Vice President David 
Sumner, K1ZZ, said in “It Seems to Us...” in the 
May 1997 issue of QST, hams don’t get involved 
in public service because of ARRL or ITU 
resolutions that say it’s the right thing to do. “We 
do it because we enjoy it. We enjoy doing 
something useful with our skills and our 
equipment. We enjoy the camaraderie, the feeling 
of being a part of a winning team,” Sumner wrote. 
That seems to sum up the spirit of Field Day pretty 
well, too. Whatever your goals this past Field Day, 
we hope you all had an enjoyable and safe Field 
Day. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH MAKES HAM RADIO 
HISTORY 


Queen Elizabeth II wrote a page in the annals 
of ham radio history Wednesday (June 25) by 
becoming the first reigning British monarch to 
speak over ham radio. The Queen spoke briefly 
from Canada to England during a visit to Cabot 
Tower on historic Signal Hill in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of John Cabot’s “Voyage of 
Discovery.” 


The Society of Newfoundland Radio Amateurs 
(SONRA), which arranged the contact, operates a 
ham station in the building in tribute to Marconi’s 
reception of the first transatlantic wireless signal 
in 1901 at a location some 300 feet from the tower. 


The Queen spoke during a QSO between 
VOS5O0O0JC, the Cabot Tower station and GBSOOKC, 
in Bristol, England, the port from which Cabot 
began his voyage in 1497. “It was very exciting 
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this afternoon to watch and listen to the Queen 
participate in the QSO,” said William J. Gillis, 
VEIWG, Atlantic Region Director of Radio 
Amateurs of Canada. SONRA President and RAC 
Asst Director Paul Piercey, VOIHE, and Dan 
Goodwin, VO1MX, were the operators for the 
occasion. 


In a congratulatory message to Piercey, Fillis 
called the event “‘a great tribute to your hard work, 
dedication and diplomacy and to all the SONRA 
members who made it possible.” 


IN BRIEF: 


* JOTA needs you! Just before last year’s 
Jamboree On the Air (JOTA)—held each 
October—the ARRL Educational Activities 
Department published its first ARRL Scout 
Handbook about Scouting and Amateur Radio 
(with an emphasis on JOTA). Last year’s book 
was made possible by a grant from The ARRL 
Foundation, but we need your help this time around 
so that we can reprint this popular booklet in time 
for JOTA ’97 in October. Thanks to dozens of 
generous hams, we’ re almost over the top. We still 
could use a little more help from our friends, 
however. Consider a donation to the ARRL Scout 
Handbook Fund today. Donations go to ARRL, 
Scout Handbook Fund, 225 Main St, Newington, 
CT, 06111. 


* Phase 3D launch campaign begun: The 
cryogenic core stage of the Ariane 502 vehicle that 
will carry Phase 3D aloff was erected in Korou, 
French Guiana, on June 17, one day after the 
official start of the Ariane 502 “launch campaign” 
by the French space agency. It was mated with the 
upper stage and vehicle equipment bay on June 18 
and 19. Solid boosters were to be strapped on the 
vehicle on June 21 and 23. The new Vulcain engine 
will arrive in Guiana on July 9 and will be mounted 
on the vehicle late the same month. A launch 
rehearsal is planned on September 4 with a targeted 
launch date on September 30.—Orbital Report on- 
Line. 
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DX DX DX 


By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


DXCC2000 


At the January 1996 ARRL Board of Directors’ 
meeting, the following motion was made. On 
motion of Mr. Kanode, seconded by Mr. Waytt, it 
was voted that the ARRL President assign a 
committee to review the entire DXCC Program and 
make necessary recommendations in order to 
encourage broader participation by more amateurs, 
make the program more equitable, create better 
understood criteria for DXCC “Countries,” 
improve the process of reviewing additions and 
deletions to the ARRL DXCC List and increase 
efficiency in the administration of the program. 


Over the past year, the committee has had one 
in person meeting and several teleconference 
meetings. It has not been an easy job. With 10 on 
the committee, it is very hard to find a time that all 
can be there. The DXCC Program has been around 
for about 60 years and before making changes, one 
has to be very careful and give a lot of thought to 
what the impact will be. 


After much deliberation, the committee has 
come up with two proposals that will be presented 
to the ARRL Board for consideration in July of 
this year. One is changes to the country criteria 
and the other will deal with award structure. These 
will the core of the program. There will be other 
meetings later on this year, but they will deal with 
the Field Representative part of DXCC and other 
minor items. 8y the time this appears in Autocall, 
the results from the ARRL Board 


The DXCC Program has been around for a long 
time and has been an asset to Amateur Radio, 
however over the past few years, many things in 
Amateur Radio have changed and it is time to bring 
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the DXCC Program up to date. Many amateurs 
have spent a lifetime in DXing and one has to be 
careful not to make changes that take away long 
term accomplishments, however the program now 
has some unfair advantages in it and this is not 
conducive to attracting newcomers. The DXCC 
Program for many decades has been the most 
prestigious DX award in the Amateur Radio world 
and the goal of this committee is to make sure it 
continues to be so in the year 2000 and beyond. 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 


Summer Ten-Ten SSB Contest Aug 2/3 
YO DX Contest Aug 2/3 
Worked All Europe Contest, CW Aug 9/10 
SARTG RTTY Contest Aug 16/17 
SEANET Contest, Phone Aug 16/17 
W/VE Islands Contest Aug 16/17 
TOEC WW Grid Contest Aug 30/31 


TIDBITS 


VU2JPS, who was somewhat active from the 
Andaman Islands has left Port Blair for a new 
assignment. This operation was plagued with 
problems and even with help from Jim, VK9NS 
never managed to hand out very many QSO’s. 


There were problems with the license and the 
operation will not count for DXCC credit. From 
rumors around in the DX community, the problem 
was the Indian Government. The Indian 
Government, for some unknown reason, does not 
want Amateur Radio operations to take place from 
there. Hopefully, someone will be more successful 
in the future in getting a large operation from this 
rare spot. 


It appears that Iran (EP) stations are being 
allowed back on the air. The following calls have 
appeared on the bands, EP2AG, EP2MKO, 
EP25MH and EP2MKP. I hope there will be more 
as time goes on. Many years ago, there was a lot 
of activity from Iran. When the Shaw fell from 
power,’Amateur Radio from Iran became 
nonexistent for many years. . 
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The Malyj Vysotskij DXpedition has come and 
gone. They were not heard very much in this part 
of the world. About the only bands they were 
spotted on was 20 and 17 meters and not very 
much. Many, including myself would like to work 
them on 10 meters but it is the wrong time of the 
solar cycle for ten, however last year during the 
IARU contest in July, there was a massive opening 
on 10 to Europe and I worked many OH, SM 
stations. 


Now with Hong Kong going back to China, 
many think it will become a deleted country from 
~ the DXCC list. It may happen, but not in the near 
future. First off, the agreement or amount of 
autonomy has to be reviewed first. It may be that 
it still meets the requirements for DXCC. If it does 
not, it will, in time be deleted from the DXCC list. 


BV, Taiwan Callsign Listings. The Chinese 
Taipei Amateur Radio League has announced the 
current listings of callsigns allocated for specific 
locations and license classes. 


BO1** Matzu Island 
BO2** Kinmen Island 
BO2YA CTARL Kinmen Is. Club Station 
BV@ Celebration station 
BVI1-BV8 Taiwan area prefixes 
BV9 Nearby Taiwanese Islands 

- BV9G Green Island 
BV9O0 Orchid Island 

~ BV9P Pratas Island 
BMI-BM8 Class 4 UHF/VHF callsigns 
BN1-BN8 Class 4 VHF/UHF callsigns 


...submissions are due the Ist aE of the month prior to the month of publication. 


BVI-BV* CTARL Branch Club Stations 
BV9AYA CTARL Penhu Island Club Station 
BV4YL CTAAL YL/XYL Club Station 
BV2Y CTARL Taipei Office Station 
BVSY CTARL Headquarters Station 


You too can become an ASSECSCDBC. The 
FCC has announced a program to deal 1X1 call sign 
assignment. Anyone who would like to issue IX] 
call signs can apply to the FCC to be a Amateur 
Station Special Event Call Sign Common Data 
Base Coordinator. The requirements are simple, 
you must be able to maintain a common data base 
of the 750 1X1 call signs and this common data 
base must be disseminated to the Amateur Radio 
community. It does not even specify that the data 
base has to be electronic. I guess you could keep it 
on paper bags. 


From what the Public Notice indicates, anyone 
who applies and states that he can keep this 
common data base will become aASSECSCDBC. 
There appears to be no rules or guidelines as to 
what constitutes a special event and how long can 
one keep using the 1X1 callsign or how many can 
one get at one time. It appears that these questions 
will be left to the ASSECSCDBC’s to decide. 


When hundreds apply and if the FCC approves 
most, it is going to be very interesting to see if any 
kind of a common data base can be decided on or 
any kind of rules or guidelines can be agreed on. If 
interested, you have until August 1, 1997 to apply. 
I might apply for W4A to commemorate the rest 
of my life and use the call until I become a SK. 


Subrdl all Club Columns, Shack Sales, and commercial advertising copy to: 


John Queen, Editor, Auto Call Magazine 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
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_ Military Affiliate Radio 


System 


(MARS) 


an editorial by 
William H. Conaway 
State Director, Virginia 
U.S. Air Force MARS 


At the recent presidential summit in 
Philadelphia, President Clinton, along with former 
Presidents Ford, Carter, Bush and General Colin 
Powell called on all Americans to renew the spirit 
of volunteerism that has made this country. 


This is exactly the principle that Military 
Affiliate Radio System (MARS) organization is 
based. - 


The amateur or “ham” radio operators who give 
their time as MARS volunteers have a proud 
history of service to the nation, its uniformed 
services and their families. We provide auxiliary 
radio communications in times of war and peace, 
including passing messages from service people 
to their families—an important source of morale 
for our troops. 


While our roots can be tracked back to the old 
Army Amateur Radio Service, founded in 19235, I 
fear our program may be disbanded as the new 
century dawns, because of the imperative to reduce 
spending in the name of balancing the federal 
budget. I’m not suggesting for a moment that 
budgets should not be cut, rather I am suggesting 
a few other factors worthy of consideration. 


I .) Eliminating several thousand volunteers 
who give freely of their time, money and love to 
the MARS programs would do more harm than 
good in the long haul. Many of these volunteers 
are ex-servicemen and women who feel a strong 
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tie with the young men and women we are here to 
serve. There are those of us who are doing this as a 
way help support those who protect our country 
and the many freedoms we enjoy. 


Last year on Armed Forces Day, Secretary of 
Defense Perry expressed his thanks to the volunteer 
operators of MARS, saying that they perform “a 
critical service to the morale and welfare of our 
military” and commending them for their 
“immeasurable contributions of time, expertise, 
and personal resources in support of our nation.” 


2.) MARS has performed magnificently when 
America was at war. Millions of messages we 
passed stateside to volunteer MARS operators from 
Vietnam in the 1960s and 1 970s. A ham radio 
station at Senator Barry Goldwater’s house was 
armed by volunteers 24 hours a day. During 
Operation Desert Storm, MARS again 
demonstrated Xs exemplary service to our nation. © 
General Norman Schwarzkoph expressed his 
appreciation declaring, “the dedication and 
unswerving devotion of the thousands of MARS 
volunteer operators was outstanding. Their tireless 
and unselfish efforts contributed significantly to 
the morale of the hundreds of thousands of soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, and marines. you can be justly 
proud of your contribution to Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm.” 


3 .) Much of the money spent lies in 
administering the volunteer effort. I can’t speak 
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for the Army and Navy/Marine Corps, but the Air 
Force has reduced the management at Scott AFB 
down to a single property clerk and the civilian 
chief — lean operation by government or private 
standards. All of the administration with the 
exception of terminations and license issuance, is 
currently done by the volunteers. 


Of course, some might question the need for 
MARS with the advent of the Internet and cellular 
telephones. I should point out that moments after 
the Oklahoma City bombing, the cellular system 
was overloaded and unable to function, public 
safety radio networks were insufficient to handle 
the traffic volume and it was amateur radio 
operators who helped carry the load. 


During a recent hurricane in the Southeast, the 
first communications out of the area was provided 
by MARS affiliates operating on emergency power. 
MARS affiliates also went to the outer islands and 
provided health and welfare reports and 
communications as well as preliminary damage 
assessment. | 


At the beginning of the Operation Joint 
Endeavor in Bosnia, I sent messages to Bob Sutton, 
chief of the Army MARS program and Ray Collins, 
chief of Air Force MARS, suggesting that MARS 
should deploy with U.S. troops. In fact, five Army 
MARS stations were deployed some months after 
the initial deployment but were later reduced to 
one because of other purported communications 
arrangements. 


Last year, the New York Times reported that 
the cost of soldiers placing phone calls home from 
Bosnia was sizable. Many soldiers phoned home 
according to ‘““Government Computer News,” by 
using AT&T pre-paid phone cards instead of the 
military’s communications links. Of course, the 
MARS morale mission is based on the premise that 
those who sacrifice in service of their country by 
deploying to far-off lands should not have to pay 
to phone home. AT&T and Sprint were indeed in 
Operation Desert Storm but, I wonder if they would 
remain a viable conduit in a protracted conflict. 
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As we rely more and more on satellites for 
communication, potential adversaries who cannot 
otherwise challenge us on the battlefield will seek 
to disrupt those links. This is what the current 
Quadrennial Defense Review reportedly refers to 
as “asymmetrical” warfare - the exploitation of 
vulnerabilities. As far as running “phone patches” 
over the military satellites, I think that activity to 
be accorded a much lower priority than strategic 
communications, battlefield management, or 
logistics. 


A good leader knows that the morale of the 
troops is as important as the weapons and training 
they receive.. It is unconscionable that train these 
young men and women, ask them to leave home 
for months at a time, and then deny them a viable 
home communications link. As a father of four, I 
am well aware of the necessity for communications 
with the kids. Sometimes nothing more than a “Hi 
I’m fine, love you” is needed ¢ but it is needed. 


Not long ago, one of our local MARS members 
was traveling from Virginia to Florida. While on 
I-95 in North Carolina, a young woman pulled up 
beside his van and honked her horn. When he 
turned to look, she held up a hand-written sign that 
said, “Thank you MARS.” He didn’t know who 
she was, but assumed she had noticed the MARS 
sticker on the back of the van. 


With those three simple hand-written words, 
she spoke for countless other military wives, 
husbands, sons, and daughters, whose loved ones 
are far from home. I don’t have to describe for the 
feeling of pride this simple gesture occasioned. 


P.S. Visit the Virginia MARS web site at 
<http:l/www.qsl.net/vamars> This site is provided 
and maintained at no cost to the government. 


NOTE: This message is the opinion of the writer 
only and was NOT authorized by the U.S. Air 
Force, the MARS program or the Department of 
Defense. ; 
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Jerry Gavin, NU3D, received the honor of 
being the 1997 GRAND ‘OLE HAM at the Atlantic 
Division Annual Convention banquet, Friday 
evening, May 30, 1997 at convention headquarters 
in Rochester, NY. 


The Grand ‘Ole Ham is awarded to a Radio 
Amateur in the Atlantic Division whose 
outstanding record merits recognition for lifetime 
contributions of the Amateur Radio service. 


Like the Amateur of the Year, the Grand ‘Ole 
Ham is an all-around Amateur, an OM or YL whose 
activities, attitudes, and achievements may serve 
as a guiding example to others. At the time of 
nomination, nominees must either have been 
licensed Radio Amateurs for at lease 30 years or 
be at least 50 years of age. 


Below I have summarized portions of his 
nomination letter submitted by the club. After 
reading it, you will agree that Jerry is well 
deserving of his award and we are truly proud to 
have him a part of our club and our life! 


I also would like to point out the Bob Bradt, 
K2EB, wrote up the nomination award. I wish to 
thank him immensely for taking the time and 
writing such a find award that put the icing on the 
cake for the final selection of Jerry as Grand ‘Ole 
ham! Thank you very much Bob. 


Jerry was first licensed in 1947. The following 
year he entered the U.S. Navy for a career that 
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GRAND 'OLE HAM . 
Awarded to 

FAR Member 

Jerry Gavin, NU3D! 


By Bill Ziegler, KA6TYY 


spanned 30 years (he uses Navy Uniform Three 
Decades for his callsign phonetics). He graduated 
first in his class in Radioman School in July of 
1948. 


He then went on to become a high speed radio 
operator at a special school in Bainbridge Island, 
WA, where he earned the distinction of being the 
fastest CW operator on active duty at that time. 
He was capable of copying Morse code at 54 words 
per minute! 


Throughout his navy career, Jerry was active 
on the air from such places as Japan, Guam, Adak, 


Alaska, navy vessels at sea, and several stateside - 


locations. 


He served as president of the Marianas Amateur 


t 


Radio Club in 1967 and was the QSL Manager for — 


Guam from 1956 to 1959, and again from 1966 to 


1969. He was the organizer of Field Day activities 


each year he was station on Guam. 


He was very active in the Pacific Typhoon Net — 


keeping island personnel apprised of typhoon 
threats to the region and providing important 
meteorological observations to weather command 
centers throughout the Pacific area. 


During the course of one Marianas Island net 


a station in YAP in the Eastern Carolines indicated — 


there was a medical emergency involving a young 


native who had fallen from a cliff and sustained’ 
Continued on next page iQ 


August 1997 


serious head injuries. Jerry immediately 
telephoned the Naval Hospital on Guam and 
arranged a phone patch between the YAP island 
station and hospital medical staff. The quick action 
taken by Jerry, and the subsequent medical 
evacuation, helped save the young natives life. 


Jerry received official recognition from the King 
of the Eastern Carolines for his life saving 


assistance. 


Jerry joined the Maryland Mobileers Amateur 
Radio Club in 1973. He served as its president in 
1984 and for the past 6 years he has been the clubs 
Trustee to FAR, the Foundation for Amateur Radio. 


_ Jerry wanted very much to expose middle 
school age children to the wonders of amateur radio 
and cultivate their interest in science. In 1987 he 
approached teachers at a local middle school and 
learned they had an annual science fair. Students 
develop a science project, form an hypothesis and 
attempt to prove or disprove it, and compete against 


each other. 


Jerry instituted the SOC (Science, Originality, 
and Creativity) Award, to be presented by the 
Mobileers Club to students of the 6th, 7th and 8th 
grade who were judged by Club members as having 
the best project. He has served as a judge of the 
children’s projects from 1987 to present. 


Jerry sought to provide more amateur radio 
license examination opportunities in the immediate 
area so he came certified as a Volunteer Examiner 
through both the Laurel VEC and the ARRL. He 
assembled his testing team and for the past 5 years 
has administrated bi-monthly exams. His pleasant 
demeanor quickly puts examinees at ease and helps 
remove the pre-exam jitters. 


In October 1991 Jerry established a special 
event station, using his callsign NU3D, to 


- commemorate the 500th anniversary of 


Christopher Columbus having landed in the New 
World. This effort received national honors from 
the Knights of Columbus as the best community 
project in 1991. 
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Following his retirement from the Navy in 
1978, Jerry began driving a school bus for the Anne 
Arundel County Maryland School Board. He 
provided transportation for ‘special kids’ with 
varying degrees of physical, emotional and mental 
challenges. 


He developed a unique bond with many of the 
kids, always celebrating in their triumphs and 
feeling the pain of their setbacks. Parents, teachers 
and his fellow bus drivers marveled at his intense 
involvement in the lives of ‘his’ kids. It was a 
very sad day for all those associated with the special 
education field when Jerry retired from that job in 
1991, 


Jerry is frequently involved in amateur radio 
support to public service events such as the 
American Diabetes Walk-a-thon, local marathons 
and other races, the ‘Tour de Port’ bicycle ride 
through Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, and the Cycle 
Across Maryland (CAM), a 7-day bicycle ride 
which draws in excess of 1,500 cyclists. 


Jerry established the amateur radio 
communications plan for CAM in 1993 which 
involved placement of hams along the daily course 
which can span a distance of 100 miles. He 
arranged to have radio equipment installed, and a 
ham to ride, in each of 6 vehicles which traverse 
the course to ensure cyclists safety and welfare. 


He arranged for a ham to accompany the 
Maryland State Police car to serve as liaison should 
an incident requiring Police involvement develop. 
He arranged for hams and equipment to be 
positioned at each rest and food stop along the 
course, and for 2 net control stations, on at the daily 
start point and the other at the finish, to ensure full 
course coverage. 


The CAM course changes each year and Jerry, 
together with hams he recruited to assist, would 
drive the course once established, to view the 
terrain and determine the best locations for radio 
operators to optimize radio coverage. He 


Continued on next page 


Page 19 


Traffic 
Fun 


By Geri Sweeny, 
N4GHI 


Traffic handlers had three great occasions to 
pass traffic last month: Father’s Day, Field Day, 
and the Fourth of July. Special events coming up 
are the huge Exhibitions in Boston (The Big ), 
and Canada (CNE Canadian National Exhibition). 
Traffic handlers will enjoy relaying these messages, 
and, if you are lucky, you may even get a message 
from an attending friend. 


We are lucky enough to have 3 VHF nets in 
our area (VA/MD/DC). The Northern Virginia 
Traffic Net (NVTN) on 147.30, at 7:30 P.M. , 
encourages check ins from the entire Metropolitan 
Area. Net Manager, KR4MU, is always ready to 
help newcomers format traffic and explain 
procedures. The NVTN only had to give over one 
night’s net session to Skywarn in June. Traffic 


handling and emergencies, go hand in hand. Thus, 
the NVTN works with Skywarn closely. 


Our other two fine VHF nets - The Baltimore 
Traffic Net (BTN), on 146.67 at 6:30 P.M. and the 
DC Traffic Net (DCTN), on 147.36, at 8 P.M. also 
will help, train, and just enjoy your fine 
companionship. After traffic is passed, comments 
are requested from check ins. This is where you 
get to know folks. 


We have nine HF nets in our area - both SSB 
and CW. We even have a slow speed (CW) traffic 
training net. Playing a key is neat. It’s an 
accomplishment. Our MSN (Maryland Slow Net), 
on 3717, at 7:30 P.M. encourages check ins from 
anywhere. You can just check in, and/or list traffic; 
or, work through an extensive curricula of 
messages that instruct you on becoming a traffic 
handler. Listen in a night or two and then just jump 
in and gain pleasure from using code, real time, 
with someone who has been waiting to help you. 
Handling traffic is a delightful segment of amateur 
radio. You are furnishing good PR for amateur 
radio. You are on top of what and where to go in 
an emergency. And, you give enjoyment to many 
other amateurs. 

N4GHI, STM VA 


GRAND 'OLE HAM, continuted from page 19 


developed the frequency plan which incorporated 
use of local repeaters as well as simplex frequencies 
for more ‘secure’ administrative communications. 


He served as the Director of Communications 
for CAM from 1993 to 1995. Jerry authored an 
article which appeared in QST (Mar, 95) describing 
the event and how the support provided closely 
parallels the kind of amateur radio communications 
which might be required in a large scale emergency. 


For the last 10 years, Jerry has secured the main 


admission and flea market tickets, and arranged 
the lodging for 10 members of the Mobileers for 
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the annual trek to ham radios mecca, the Dayton 
Hamvention. Members who have made the trip 
consider Jerry a tour guide par excellence. 


Jerry’s can do attitude, boundless energy, ability 
to make it happen, and pleasant personality led to 
his appointment as Assistant Section Manager for 
the Maryland-DC section in 1994. He is very much 
an organizer not just a participant. 


Jerry and his wife Rachel together have raised 
8 children. His religious and moral righteousness, 
strong family values, and support to community 
are the foundation for his existence. 
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Artietan Kado Association Presents the 1997 Edition of the 


Warylaud- OC QSO Party 
Hugust Tt 1600 - 0400 August 10th 
awd 1600 - 2359 Hugust ( Oth 
Certificates are awarded to all stations with 50 
or more QSO POINTS in their entry ! 
AWARDS: PLAQUES to - High Scoring Single Operators inside and outside of 
Maryland-DC and to the High Scoring MD-DC CLUB! 
CERTIFICATES to - 10 Best MD-DC Single Ops, Best Each : State, DX, 


Canadian Province, MD-DC Mobile, MD YL, QRP Per State, Novice- 
Technician Entry per State 


Rules - 
Phone & CW: CW QSOs in CW Bands only! Stations may be worked once per band 
using each mode! Only single operator entries from outside MD-DC Area. 


Non MD-DC stations work only MD-DC. Maryland-DC stations may work anyone! 


Portables and mobiles that change counties may be counted as a new station in each 


new MD county! Sorry, no packet or repeater qsos allowed. QSOs part of a regularly 
scheduled net are not allowed. 


Exchange: QTH and MAJOR CATEGORY of entry. QTH is County for MD-DC 
stations. Use State, Province, or Country as appropriate for Non MD-DC stations. 
MAJOR Categories are CLUB, QRP, MOBILE, Novice/Tech, and STANDARD! 
Stations should send the Category that reflects their HIGHEST POINT VALUE! 


Suggested Frequencies: Voice - 3.92 7.23 14.26 21.37 28.38 50.15 + 
Simplex Frequencies all bands 2 Meters and Higher 

CW 3.643 3.701 7.035 7.126 14.04 21.115 28.04 28.115 + VHF & UHF CW 

Especially try CW on the odd half hours Example 1730 1930 2130 2330z 


Scoring: Add up the QSO POINTS & Multiply by sum of the Multipliers. 
QSO POINTS - 10 points per club station QSO 5 points per Mobile QSO 

4 points per QRP or Novice/Tech QSO 3 points for CW or RTTY or ATV QSO 

1 point for any other valid contact. Highest single point value applies. 
Multipliers - Non-MD-DC Each MD County + Baltimore City + DC (25 possible) 
MD-DC Stations - the basic 25 above + 49 other states + Provinces + DX Countries 
Multipliers may be claimed once. They Do Not Repeat On Each Band! 


ENTRY DEADLINE: Send logs with S.A.S.E. by September 10, 1997 to the 
ANTIETAM RADIO ASSOCIATION (W3CWC) P.O. BOX 52 
HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 21741-0052 GOOD LUCK ! 


Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703)971-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at 
the above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call 
publication date (e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Club Training Contacts 


Alexandria RC 

Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 
Antietam Radio Assn. 
BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Dulles ARG 

Fauquier ARC 
Frederick ARC 
Laurel ARC 


Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. 


Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 
Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3 YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V 
Robert Long KD3JK 

Joe Chidester W3SHZ 
Essex Community College 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Pud Reaver W3YD 
Michael Vaia, WB8VBW 
Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ 
Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 

Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 

Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Godfrey Miller NSGM 
Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 
Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG 
Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder N4UTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 
Kerry Kingham, WA4BQM 
Jim Duffey WD4AIR 


(703) 644-3920 
(301) 262-1917 
(703) 241-5618 
(301) 824-5132 
(410) 602-0353 
(410) 780-6854 
(703) 450-2304 
(540) 364-3861 
(301) 831-7946 
(301) 498-6293 
(301) 738-3861 
(301) 984-6113 
(410) 437-1891 
(301) 216-5210 
(703) 971-3905 
(301) 249-2609 
(703) 361-3091 
(540) 659-6241 
(301) 862-2214 
(540) 877-2607 
(301) 888-1388 
(410) 586-2177 


© (540) 659-3905 . 


(703) 430-4149 
(301) 572-5124 
(703) 691-2719 


(703) 491-3170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Washington, DE 


Volunteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
Examiner u NOR i set 
Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


* Effective July 1, 1997, the Novice and Technician written exam question pools (Elements 2 and 3a) 
will change. Five questions on RF safety will be added to each exam. All books and study materials 
not based on these new question pools will be obsolete after that date. Be sure to use study materials 


appropriate for the current question pool. 
* Effective January 1, 1997, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.26. 


* Copies of the complete (as of date) 1997 VEC Exam schedule from the Auto Call database are 
available. To obtain a copy, please send a large, self-addressed envelope with sufficient postage to 
cover 10 letter-size pages along with $2.00 to cover copying costs to WZ4A at the above address. 


1997 Schedule of Examinations 


Berryville, VA - Shenandoan Valley ARC (Hamfest) 
(Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Sterling, VA - Dulles Amateur Radio Group (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Mike Weber WB8RDN (703)450-2304 | 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Ed Kriston N3WJA (410)HAM-TALK, Mailbox 3952 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 
(301)773-2898 Evening 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: Frank 
Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In Contact: John Creel 
WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In accepted, Pre-Registration Encouraged 
Contact: Ed Daves (410)239-8488 


Don't forget fo bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Stafford, VA - Stafford ARA (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Jim McCloud N4LZJ (540)786-8012 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: Frank 
Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact:.Ed Kriston N3WJA 
(410)HAM-TALK, Mailbox 3952 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Recommended 
Contact: Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-5132 before 9 PM 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration 
Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Sterling, VA - Dulles Amateur Radio Group (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Mike Weber WB8RDN (703)450-2304 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In, Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
accepted, Pre-Registration Encouraged 
Contact: Ed Daves (410)239-8488 


Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-7076 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading}! 
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| wee 
4 m : a men. 


Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.25 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* Mountain VEC exams are free 

* WS5YI VEC exams cost $6.25 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 


August 1997 


. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 

. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

. VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 
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The Foundation for Amateur Radiio, Inc. 
Invites you to the 40th Annual 


F.A.R.FEST “97 


_- September 7, 1997 
Montgomery County Agricultural Center 


(Fairgrounds) 


Gaithersburg, Maryland 
I-270 Montgomery Village Avenue exit 


* AMATEUR RADIO EQUIPMENT 
(NEW AND USED) 
; ‘|| «ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 
Special * COMPUTERS/SOFTWARE 
° *EXHIBITORS & TAILGATING 
Drawing * AMATEUR EXAMS ON-SITE 
11:30 a.m.* 9:00 AM (LAUREL VEC’s) 


HOURLY DRAWINGS 


TALK-IN 146.955- 443.400+ 146.520 


GATES OPEN AT 6:00 A.M. COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS OPEN 8:00 A.M. 
GENERAL ADMISSION: $5.00 ADULTS CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE 


TailGate, $15.00 (per 10ft. space ) requires one General Admission ticket 
Set up from 10 am Saturday—General Admission will be open during setup 
NO UNOCCUPIED reserved spaces 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
All Requests foradvance table and space reservations contact: 
Mary Morris, N4TCI 
N4TCI@erols.com 
(703) 971-3905 


“THE ONLY PLACE TO BE SEPTEMBER 7TH” 


* Picture ID required to claim prize 


The Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 


Presents The 


A. th Annual Winchester Hamfest 


Esninnter Show 


(Electronics Flea Market Open To The General Public) 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 3rd, 1997 


at the 


CLARKE COUNTY marti a FAIRGROUNDS 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC. 


ARRL APPROVED 
Remember! HAMFEST 
Always the first 
Sunday in August. @ GATE OPENS AT 6:00 AM 
@ GENERAL ADMISSION $5.00 (children under 16 free) 
by nn Barb @ TAIL-GATERS ADDITIONAL $7.00 PER SPACE 
Hamfest Chairman @ COMMERCIAL & INDOOR TABLES BY RESERVATION 
Sie @ COUNTRY HAM & EGG BREAKFAST 
uyvV¥ys @ CONCESSIONS & SNACK BAR AVAILABLE 


¢ 
“ay New se @ RURITAN'S FAMOUS CHICKEN & BEEF BARBECUE 
2p additional QE @ VE EXAMS (SAME DAY)* 
m> bulldingfor <dc« @ TALK-IN 146.22-82, W4RKC 
sy commercial dex @ FREE BINGO WITH PRIZES 


G7 tables! Ye, @ GRAND PRIZES AND HOURLY DRAWINGS 
4 5” @ COUNTY PARK WITH POOL, PICNIC AREA, 
Saaank® “ AND PLAYGROUND OPPOSITE HAMFEST SITE 
& 8 % 


For information, vendor registration and pre-reservations, contact Irv 
Barb, W4DHU (540) 955-1745, [email: ibarb@visuallink.com] Rt 3 
Box 5385, Berryville, VA22611. Download this flyer and vendors table 
forms from our Website at: http://www.waic.com/inet/svarc/hamfest 


“VE Exams by the Mountain 
A.R.C. Teams at Cooley 
School, across from Hamfest. 
Walk-ins welcome. Register 
between 7:30 & 8:30 AM. Ex- 
ams begin at 8:30. This VEC 
team does not charge for ex- 
ams. All classes offered. For 
more info, contact Leo 
Patterson, KQ8E, [email: 
6815484@mceimail.com] (304) 
289-3576 or Gay Remboid, 
W3DFW (301 724-0674 


The SVARC is a non-profit, non-commercial special service organization dedicated to the furtherment of Amateur Radio communications 


Mason-Di1xo 
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8th Annual 


Computer & Hamfest 
Sunday - October 26, 1997 


7g 
tune es 
SSS -<, 


5 “>. > 
rors er 4) os 
Pelee im a: 


TU 

Admission , fe 

General/Tailgaters/Vendors - $5.00 . - 
(children under 18 free) 

Tailgate Space - $5 per 12’ space 

6:00 AM Vendor and tailgating setup . 

8:00 AM General Admission 


Inside 8’ Tables 
$10 if prepaid by 9/1/97 
$15 if prepaid by 10/1/97 
$20 on day of Hamfest 


MD State law requires Vendors to collect Sales Tax 


Advance Table Registration 
(Reserved Tables MUST be PREPAID) 


Mail to: 
Mason-Dixon Computer & Hamfest 
P.O. Box 763 
Hanover, PA 17331 
Or contact: 
George Johns, N3JKY 
Phone: (717) 633-6641 
EMail: gjohns@sun-link.com 


AUTUTUTUNUTUUTUTTUUTUT TUT UU UTA AAA 


: 
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Carroll County Ag Center 
Westminster, MD 


Rain 
or 
Shine! 


Hundreds 
of 
Tailgating 
spaces 
Available! 


UU. LAUT LU U 
VE Exams - Preregistration Requested ~ 


e Mail to: 

Bill Wolfgang, NZ3J 

9 Kensington Drive 

Littlestown, PA 17340 

e or call: 

Bill Wolfgang, NZ3J - (717) 359-7090 
Pat Stump, WW3U - (717) 632-4237 


On-Site Registration 
At the Carroll County Fire Training Center 
1345 Washington Rd. 
Westminster, MD 
(across from Kate Wagner Road) 
Begins promptly at 8:00 AM 
No admittance after 9:00 AM 
Required for VE Exam 
Original FCC license plus one copy 
Two forms of ID (one w/ photo) 
e Any CSCE’s 
Exam fee, $6.25 cash only 


UNURUTUTUT TURAN 


=I) 


UU TT 


Talk-in: CCARC Repeater 145.410 MHz. 


FREE Commercial Radio Checks 


COME HUNGRY! 
We have great food, prepared once again by the MIDWAY FIRE COMPANY 


Sponsored by The Carroll County and Penn-Mar Amateur Radio Clubs 


n 


UU UA UU TUT UTA 


The Columbia Amateur Radio Association 


Presents its 21st Annual 


CARA HAMFEST 


a Computers - Amateur Radio - Electronics * 
Ao'* Amateur Exams will be given at no charge 


ae Sq. Ft. of Indoor Display Area 


ch Large Outdoor Tailgating Area 
Covered Areas for Inclement Weather 


bh. Great food and Refreshments On Site 
Many Dealers - Computers & Ham Radio. 


Proceeds will benefit CARA Scholarship, Amateur Classes and Repeater System 
(Including Open Autopatch) 


Talk In: 146.52 Simplex, 147.135/735 Repeater, 222.32/92 Repeater 


Admission Donation: $5.00 per person 


Howard County Fairgrounds 
Directions To F695 Unlicensed Spouse and Children free! 
To Frederick Gh eaatlee 
rederic Interstate 70 BREN SAE | 
—— Cac === Tailgating Donation: $10.00 per space 


(Includes one General Admission per space) 
Tailgating spaces will be available on a first 
come first serve basis the day of the Hamfest 
conte eet Table Donation: 1-4 $20.00 ea. 
5 or more $18.00. 


(Includes one General Admission per table) 
To Rt97 


Call (410) 531-2933 for Table reservations. 
To guarantee your space send your check now! 


For Hamfest information write or call: 
CARA Hamfest Committee P.O. Box 911 Columbia, MD 21044 
* After Sept. 20th, please phone prior to mailing * 


THEY’RE BACK !!! 


C3IeIS PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH THE 
FINEST VHF & UHF YAGIS IN THE WORLD FROM 
K1FO (former Rutland Arrays) 


HIGH PERFORMANCE YAGIS AVAILABLE FOR: 


** © METERS ** 
** 2 METERS ** 

** 1.25 METERS ** 
** ‘70 CENTIMETERS ** 
** 33 CENTIMETERS ** 
** 23 CENTIMETERS ** 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
STACKING KITS, AZ/EL MOUNTS, POWER 
DIVIDERS, PARTS KITS 


Our Complete line of repeater performance 

enhancement modules are also available as well — 

as complete, ready-to-operate repeater 
controllers to your specifications 


¢ LET US HELP YOU REACH TOP PERFORMANCE! CALL, WRITE OR VISIT 
OUR HOME PAGE TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


http://www.C3IUSA.com 
1-800-224-5137, Main ** 1-800-445-7747, Antennas 


C3I®, 406 N. PITT STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314-2316 


OWEN WORMSER - K6LEW; SAM RUFFIN - KM40I; TERRY PRICE - WD8ISK 
OWORMSER@C3IUSA.COM, SRUFFIN@C3IUSA.COM, TPRICE@C3IUSA.COM 


Amateur Radio 
Research and 
Development 
Corporation 


AMRAL 


Mailing Address: PO Drawer 6148, McLean, 
VA 22106. 

Web Site: http://www.amrad.org/ 

Email: Randy Mays, WA6VFC, randy 
@pobox.com. 

Repeater: 147.81/147.21 MHz Tysons 
Corner Satellite: AO-27 145.85/436.8 MHz 


AMRAD is one of the local sponsors for the 
_ 16th Annual Digital Communications Conference 
(DCC-97) presented by ARRL and TAPR, October 
10-12, at the BWI Holiday Inn, Linthicum, MD. 
This is an international forum for radio amateurs 
to exchange ideas on digital communications, 
computer networking and related technologies. The 
weekend will include symposia on spread spectrum 


and amateur position reporting systems based on | 


the global positioning satellite system (GPS). 


Area hams should consider presenting a 
technical paper ona topic within the scope of the 
conference. Papers should be submitted to Lori 
Weinberg, ARRL, 225 Main St, Newington, CT 
06111 or via Internet to lweinberg @arrl.org, by 
August 20. Submission guidelines and other DCC- 
97 details are available on http://www.tapr.org/dcc/ 


Volunteers interested in supporting the DCC 
please contact AMRAD President Paul Rinaldo, 
WA4RI, email w4ri@amrad.org, home tel 703 968 
2892, fax 703 968 0175. 


This may be history by the time your read this, 
but AMRAD has been working with Sky Station 
International to place an amateur package aboard 
the initial balloon test flight scheduled for July/ 
August 1997. What sets this aside from other 
balloon platforms is that Sky Station is designed 
_ to stay in one location near the top of the 
atmosphere for a design life of 10 years. They’re 
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planning 250 such balloons over major cities 
around the world. Background on Sky Station can 
be found on their Web site, http:// 
www.skystation.com/. Look for details concerning 
the amateur experimental package on the AMRAD 
Web pages. 


73, Paul, W4RI 


Anne 
Arundel 


AARC Radio Club 


Meetings: 8 PM lst and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 
Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 

On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there is no 
club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 


2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 
from April 1 to November 15. MSN 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 
on 3.7170 MHz. 

Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
21035. 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 


The annual AARC Family Picnic held on June 
21st was well attended. It was truly a family affair 
with infants, toddlers, several school-age children, 
parents and grandparents all obviously enjoying 
themselves. The food was great and the 
camaraderie even greater. Pamela/N3XFL and 
Bill/N3SNU Riley entertained the children (grown- 
ups, too) with their clown act. Norm Chipps/ 
N3RZU gave rides in his Humvee to any takers. It 
was a toss up as to whether the children or the adults 
were more excited about the experience. There 
were horseshoe games. Bettye/K3 VRZ arranged a 
contest using baby or early pictures of members to 
see who could correctly identify the greatest 
number. Everyone agreed it was the best picnic 
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ever. Doris Slye/N3TGB, the picnic coordinator, 
did a marvelous job! 


Field Day, coordinated by Bruce Strackbein/ 
KE3PT and Norm Chipps/N3RZU, was held on 
the grounds of the Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center, Queen Anne Bridge and 
Wayson Roads. The Club ran 3-A plus Novice/ 
Tech, 6-meter and 2-meter simplex stations. 
Antennas were constructed as needed. All stations 
were on low power, using batteries recharged by 
solar panels. 


About thirty members turned out to take part 
in Field Day. Many camped out on the grounds for 
the weekend. Some, who couldn’t help out during 
the daytime, appeared to transmit in the wee hours 
of the night. The weather cooperated but the 
propagation on Saturday did not. Conditions 
improved by Sunday. The numbers have not been 
calculated, but at least 500 bonus points were 
earned. Everyone seemed to have a great time. 
Plans are already underway for next year. 


At the clubhouse on June 14th, Bob Israel/ 
WC3I, Charles Tiemeyer/W3RMD and Harold 
(Ham) Molz/N3FDH gave 7 tests to 5 persons. 
Four tests were passed with 2 upgrades. Other 
members of the team included Harlan Ray III/ 
AA3FE, Herb Elkin/NAIVY, Dick McKelvie/ 
KE3HQ, Bettye Tiemeyer/K3VRZ and Holly 
Bevan/N3MB. The next testing session at the 
clubhouse will be on August 9th. 


Bill Klocko/N3WK was formerly N3MPV. Ed 
Robertson has changed from KE3XG to K3XZ. 


73, Holly/N3MB 


iy 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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Antietam 
|) Radio 
==” Association 


Meetings: First and Third Tuesday of the 
month at 8 p.m. in the Conference Room at 
the Washington County Regional Airport, 
Showalter Road, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 52, Hagerstown, 
MD. 21741 

Nets: Tuesday 7 p.m. 146.940 MHz.; Wednes- 
day 7 p.m. 447.975 MHz.; Thursday 7 p.m. 
147.090 MHz. 

Repeaters: 147.09+ and 146.94 -. 
Information: Donnie Sue Mulligan/ 
KB3A00 (301) 582-2984 


The Antietam Radio Association held their 
1997 Hamfest on Sunday, May 4 at the Hagerstown 
Junior College, Athletic, Recreation Community 
Center. This event was a huge success. We had a 
lot of fun and the Hamfest generated a significant 
profit for our club. 


We would like to thank all those that helped 
set up and tear down, provided security, and. 
administered the many tasks required in running 
such an event. Special thanks to Matt Redding/ 
N3XJO, Chairman of the Hamfest Committee, and 
Don Jones/KB8WHW, Co-Chairman, for doing - 
such a wonderful job! The ARA is well-known for 
giving many prizes. This was this year’s major 
winners and the prizes awarded... 


Ist: Al Brown/WA3FYZ 
Alinco DX 70T Transceiver 

2nd: Tim Roulon - Silver Spring, 

Yaesu FT-5OR H/T 

3rd: Fred Bohner - Arlington, VA 
Uniden Scanner 

4th: Angie Hedberg - Alexandria, VA 
Pyramid Power Supply 


Tuesday, June 3 we had our dinner meeting at 
Richardson’s restaurant for Installation of Officers, 
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some certificates and plaques were handed out/or 
promised, and a wonderful meal. Bob Long/ 
KD3JK made a wonderful speech and introduced 
the new officers: 


President: Tim Keener/N3VGS 

Vice President: George Carpenter/N3QFS 
Secretary/Treasurer: Amanda Daywalt/N3TVD 
Activities Manager: Don Jones/KB8WHW 


Board of Directors: 
Bob Long/KD3JK 
Page Pyne/WA3EOP 
Matt Redding/N3XJO 


We have a busy year ahead of us! We heard 
Jim Dula/N3PMP talk about Field Day and Tim 
Keener made us think about what we had to do 
this year from June 1, 1997 until May 31, 1998. 


Tim Keener officiated over the last meeting in 
June. He did a wonderful job as President and made 
some of his wishes known. We have started already 
on the Hamfest 1998. And we have several other 
things on schedule... Field Day on June 28 and 29 
(you’ll hear more about this next time), Hawk 
Triathlon, Sunday, July 20 starting at 7:00 a.m., 
Foxhunt will be Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon, July 
26 with Ted Lawhead/WA3AAT and Page Pyne, 
and many more events. 


Until I see you, hear you, or write you, have a 
wonderful summer and don’t get sunburned. 


73, Donnie Sue/KB3A0O0 


- 3394 Fort Meade Road | 
Laurel, Md. 20724 


104M to SPM Mon-Fri 


(301) 725-1212 10AM to 3PM Saturday 
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Baltimore 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


_ Meetings: Meetings: Twice monthly, 7:30 pm 
at Towson Presbyterian Church, Chesapeake 
and Highland Avenues, Towson, Md.. (June 
through Sept 97). -First Wednesday of the 
month -business meeting, Third Wednesday 
of the month - program. 

Repeaters: W3FT/RPTR 146.67(-), 224.24 
(-) (no PL) and 449.625(-)(PL 107.2) Note: 
two meter/220 Mhz. repeaters are linked. 


Club Net: Every Tuesday night at 8:30 pm on 
146.67/224.24. 

NTS Net: Daily at 6:30 pm on 146.670/ 
224.240 

Club BBS: (410) 252-6238 (min. 2400 baud) 
Information: (410) HAMTALK 


Greater Baltimore Hamboree & 
Computerfest/Maryland State ARRL Con- 
vention information: (410) HAM-FEST or 
(800) HAM-FEST. 

Club Address: BARC, Inc., P.O. BOX 120, 
Reisterstown MD 21136 


FIELD DAY 


Field Day is over, W3FT, 3A MDC had a 
respectable showing in the score column. Bonus 
points for a newspaper article and public location 
were earned, among others. We were located on a 
nice hilltop in Graham Memorial Park, Cub Hill, 
Md. Ed Kriston, N3WJA brought together a top- 
notch team. Complete details will be in the July 
and August issues of the Modulator. 


ELECTIONS 


In June, new officers were elected. Our thanks 
go to those who have completed their term, 


President, Don, N2MCG, 

Vice Pres, Jerry, N3SOK, 
Recording Secty, Rusty, NSWKE, 
Corresponding Secty, Ed, N3WJA, 
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Treasurer, Nelson, WB3BGX and 
Member at Large, Stanley, AA3DR 


Good Luck to the newly elected officers: 


President, Ed, N3WJA, 

Vice Pres, Randy, N3WXG, 
Recording Secty, Chuck, K3FT 
Corresponding Secty, Doug, N3VEJ 
Treasurer, Nelson, WB3BGX 


PUBLIC SERVICE 


On June 22, BARC provided service for the 
Mothers against Drunk Driving (MADD) bike 
rides. It was a pretty hot day, but there was not a 
lot of emergency traffic to handle. The Fourth of 
July saw BARC members. covering 
communications at the Catonsville parade and 
helping out the BRATS club at the Towson parade. 
By the time you read this, the BRATS hamfest is 
over. We’re expecting; as this is written, to help 
out with a bit of manpower for this annual event. 


MODULATOR 


Charlie, W3ROO, has restarted publication of 
the Modulator, our club newsletter. The June issue 
hit the mailboxes around the middle of the month. 
July issue was completed in less than two weeks 
and the August issue is already in the works. 
Mailing is expected to be done each month, just 
before the first day of the cover month. The first 
issue looked Real Good. Thanks, Charlie. 


So long for now, stay cool, and keep those long 
wires in the air!! 


73 de Doug, N3VEJ 


are due no later than 
the 1st of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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Central Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 4th Friday of the month at 7:30pm, 
at the Doctors Community Hospital, 8118 
Good Luck Road, Lanham, MD (no meeting 
in December). Enter in the Outpatient 
Testing entrance across from the Emergency 
Room entrance behind the main building. 
Take the elevator to the 5th floor and exit left, 
the meeting room (DSE Room) is on the right. 
Repeater: N3EZD/R 145.230 MHz. Users 
must transmit a 100.0 Hz CTCSS Tone for full 
area coverage. No tone necessary for local 
coverage. 

Net: Every Tuesday, 9:30pm, 145.230 MHz 
repeater. 

Mailing Address: Central Maryland Amateur 
Radio Club, P. O. Box 788, Greenbelt, MD 
20768-0788. , 
Information: Jim Tilton, Pres. - KD3JA, (301) 
552-0012.) 


CMARC participated in Field Day from the 
grounds of the New Carrollton Bible Church, 
located on Good Luck Road, just inside the 
Beltway overpass, in New Carrollton, MD. We 
operated from 2 pm through about 9 pm on 
Saturday June 28th, operating three HF 
transceivers, making SSB contacts on the 10, 15, 
20, 40 and 80 meter bands, and a few FM simplex 
contacts on the 2 meter band. 


CMARC will operate a special events station 
from the Greenbelt Labor Day Festival on Saturday 
August 30th from NOON through 10 pm EDST 


‘and on Sunday, August 31st from NOON through 


8 pm EDST. Look for us on the lower portions of 
the General Class bands on 80, 40, 20, and 15 
meters. Confirmed contacts supplying a 8"x11" 
S.A.S.E. will receive a special certificate. 


73 de Jim/KD3JA 
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Columbia 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Club meeting: 4th Tuesday of the month at 
7:30 p.m., at the Bethany United Methodist 
Church, Bethany Lane, Ellicott City. 
Net: 147.135 repeater at 8:30 p.m. each 
_ Tuesday except for meeting nights. 
Repeaters: 147.735/147.135 (cross-linked to 
222.32/223.92); 147.990/147.390 (direct dial 
911); 222.32/223.92 (cross-linked to 147.735/ 
147.135); and 443.275/448.275. 
Information: Bob Scarburgh, Pres - KC3EV, 
(410) 465-2421. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 911, Columbia, MD 21044 


The June meeting took place prior to Field Day 
and was devoted to last minute planning and 
discussion for the event. Sat. morning will be for 
- testing equipment, and actual operating will begin 
at 3:00 pm. The emphasis will be on fun and 
training. 


There will be sign up sheets for operators to 
choose the station of his/her choice. The concurrent 
picnic will begin with appetizers at 5:00 pm. CARA 
is providing hamburgers, hot dogs and soda. 


The CARA Satellite Group’s third meeting 
took place on May 24th at John’s-W3GJN house. 
Great progress was made in setting up the 
equipment. Unfortunately, nothing was heard of 
the FO-20 pass, but they were able to hear 
themselves on the downlink as FO-02 came over. 
Photos and additional satellite related links have 
been added to the group’s web page: (http:// 
www.clark.net/pub/edcabic/carasat) 


Our teaching team has experienced serious 
physical problems that resulted in surgery—Dave- 
WA3WZX had a six-way heart bypass, and Tex- 
W3FUS had shoulder surgery. Both are on the 
mend. 
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Field Day and picnic will be at the Clarksville 
Elementary School off Rt. 108. 


Until later, 


73’s, Jean Williams-KB3AOT 


oa 


On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 8:00 p.m. 
on the Dulles Airport repeater. 

Repeater: N4FSC, 145.310 (Herndon) 
Mail: Dulles Amateur Radio Group, P.O. Box 
5073, Herndon, VA 22070-1964 
Information: Mike Weber, WB8RDN, 703- 
450-2304 


Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


The Dulles Amateur Radio Group (DARG) is 
a family-oriented ham radio club affiliated with 
the N4FSC repeater in Dulles, VA. Membership 
is open to all, and the club holds several social and 
operating events each year. Dues are $20/yr for 
your entire family; members have access to the 
repeater’s autopatch, and dues include a 
subscription or renewal to AutoCall. All area hams 
are warmly invited to join our information net on 
Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm. 


Another Field Day has come and gone, and 
once again the DARG effort was a rousing success. 
A fine time was had by all, we racked up a lot of 
points, Murphy stayed away and even Mother 
Nature cooperated with picture perfect weather. 
Many thanks to Craig N4FSC, and Mike N4FXP 
for their leadership in pulling it all together this 
year. Your faithful reporter missed the party, due 
to a personal DXpedition to Key West, but lots of 
DARG members, family and friends got in on the 
fun: Mike, WB8RDN and kids Willie and 
Christine, Craig N4FSC, Mike N4FXP and 
harmonics Matthew and Kevin, Mark KR4FH 
(author of our Flogger packet-based logging 
database!), Bill W3EMH, Steve KAILM, Gary 
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KD4SRX, Mike KD4ITN, David KE4OKY, Tom 
WE7K, Terry AB4UM, Marcia KD4ITP, Jim 
KB3BSA, and Bill N4WJN. Many thanks to all 
concerned. 


On 25 June, Tom WB8ZRP, Bill KS4II, and 
Mike WB8RDN met with officials from Loudoun 
Hospital to discuss communications needs during 
the planned 18 October “patient move” from the 
old Leesburn hospital to the new Lansdowne 
location. This will be a joint DARG/SPARC effort, 
and we will support them with voice and packet 
communications. Twenty-five amateur volunteers 
are needed for this large project. There will be 
two mock tests of the move plan prior to October, 
and DARG/SPARC will participate. The Loudoun 
Hospital officials were “thrilled” that DARG and 
SPARC were willing to support this project, and 
they were very impressed with the offered 
communications capabilities the amateurs could 
provide. Contact Mike WB8RDN at 703-450-2304 
if you can help. 


DARG now has an official Web page. The URL 
is http://www.geocities.com/Silicon Valley/Way/ 
8873. Check it out for club info and details on club 
projects. Many thanks to Mark KR4FH for finding 
the host, and setting up the page. Nice job! 


The next DARG exam session will be Saturday, 
August 16 at 8:45A. More details will follow here 


in Auto-Call, and on the Tuesday evening net. 


73, de Mike N4PDY 


Chapter X 


GI Sectety < 
af Wireless Pioucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Meetings: Board of Directors, Last Monday 
of each month. é 
Repeaters: KD3VR-146.61 (Cheverly), 
K3GXF- 146.88 (Greenbelt). 

Luncheon: First Saturday of each month at 


the Fountain Cafe, in the Laurel Shopping 
Center Mall, US Route 1 (Baltimore Ave.) and 
Cherry Lane. Starts at 11:30 AM. Monitor 
146.88 for Talk-In. . 
Nets: Old Gents Net meets on 146.88 each 


day at 9:30 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. Washington 
Adventist Amateur Radio Association Net 
meets on 146.88 each Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 
Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD 20718-0523. 
Information: John Williams, N5SJZ, (301) 
805-5761. 


IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES! 


Fifty-five (55) GMRA members (and one 
seeing-eye dog), attended the June 7th social 
luncheon to express their appreciation and say 
“good bye” to John and Debby Williams, NSSJZ 
and NS5SKA, prior to their move to Utah on June 
14th. Good food, dessert, interesting conversations, 
congenial people and absolutely no club business! 
It doesn’t get any better than that, folks. Bon 
voyage John and Debby. You will be missed. 


SPECIAL LUNCHEON THANKS 


A special thanks to Ted, WB3JOT, for setting 
up the tables and chairs before anyone arrived and 
not saying a word about it; to Prez Paul, W3HFA, 
for his usual impeccable master of ceremony 
chores; to Drummy and his gfandson for baking 
the special cake; to Ken, N3RAU, for adding a little 
spice with his clown costume and to all who turned 
out. 
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THESE GUYS ARE GOOD 


Another great hamfest find by GMRA Prez, 
Paul, W3HFA and Joe, KD3VR. At the May 25th 
Howard County Fairground hamfest, these two 
bargain hunter’s supreme, found and purchased a 
Motorola Micor power amplifier for $75. After 
some general repairs by Joe and his usual “spit and 
polish” cleanup, we now have a spare, mint 
condition amplifier for our repeaters. These 
amplifiers can sell for 5 to 7 times the price 
depending upon their condition, and that’s a fact! 
These guys are good. 


OLD GENT’S NET IN QST 


An article about the “Old Gent’s Net” which 
meets on the 146.88 repeater at 9:30 am and 6:30 
pm every day, should be appearing in the August 
issue of QST (FM & REPEATER column.) The 
article first appeared in the Fall/Winter 1996 edition 
of the GMRA Newsletter. You will enjoy reading 
it, even the second time around. 


INTERNET PHONE & REPEATERS 
Look for more interfacing of the repeaters to 
the internet phone system, especially to keep in 


touch with John and Debby up in Utah! 


73 de Murray Green K3BEQ 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 


And licensed now? 

Then you should belong to the 
QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
For information write: 

159 East 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.teleport.com/~qcwa 
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Historical 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month, 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 
Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 


to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Net: Monday 8:00 PM, 146.67(—)/224.24(-) 
MHz (courtesy of BARC). | 
Club Station: W3GR. 

Info: Herman Turner, WK3P (410) 647-4178. 
Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


The W3GR Special Event Station 


This commemoration of the successful use of 
electronics during the Normandy invasion was an 
excellent learning experience for HEMARC. In 
all 217 solid QSO’s were logged and one iffy 
satellite QSO. The interest on the bands was keen 
and everyone had a very fine time. The TBL-13 
did act up and reports of chirp made us aware that 
an old problem had not been as completed resolved 
and we believed. Three of the contacts were on 
ATV and 12+1/2 on Satellite. 40 meter CW was 
good with 13 CW QSO’s using the TBL-13. Many 
10,20 and 40 M SSB contacts were made and even 
2m netted 26. 33 states, 2 provinces and 2 +1/2 
countries were counted. The wonderful new 
operations facility was given a real workout and 
some modifications to allow greater flexibility are 
already in the works as aresult. It was a very good 
event and the next one will be even better. 


The June Meeting 


A recapitulation of the Special Event activity 
was held. Actions required from that experience 
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were noted. Many thanks to Tony Dalsanto, 
N3HYR for the terrific job on the Special Event 
Certificate. The major activity of the meeting was 
detailed planning for Field Day with all the last 
minute details being hopefully battened down. 


-73 de Chip, W4PBG 


Laurel Amateur 
Radio Club 


A Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator 


Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (ex- 
cept November & December) 7:30pm at 384 
Main Street, Laurel Md. 

Social: 2nd Wednesday of each month, except 
December (Call for directions). 

Nets: Ist & 3rd & 5th Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 
on 147.225+, no tone. 

Mail: P. O. Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709-0039 
Exams: 3rd Saturday of each month, to pre- 
register contact: John/WB3GXW (301) 572- 
5124 after 6 P.M. 

Information: Mark/N3NTQ (301) 572-2385 
or Roger/W3LM (301) 776-6961. 

Web Site:http://www.webtrek.com/~laurel/ 
org/larc. E-mail: laurel @webtrek.com 


LARC has had a busy May and June. We did 
our usual communications for the Montpelier 
Festival on May 4. This requires shadowing of 
key personnel for a festival that has many food 
and craft vendors and musical groups. Our other 
big May event was the Laurel Main Street Festival. 
Again we cover key personnel and in addition are 
instrumental in organizing the 40+ groups who 
participate in the morning parade and man the 
information booth. We set up a net control station 
with two rigs, one 2M for the shadowing, and one 
440 for the parade. Worked great.! 


We also had Bob Bruninga/WB4APR at our 
May meeting who did a fantastic presentation on 
the APRS (automatic packet reporting system) that 
he developed. For his show and tell, he linked his 
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computer screen to an overhead projector. If you 
haven’t seen his demo, your club should contact 
him. As a result of Boobs talk, the club is setting 
up a digipeater for APRS. It will be housed in our 
new club station located at the work site of Mike/ 
WB3HUP. We have installed a 50{ tower there 
with two beams, a GAP, various 2M antennas, and 
a trap dipole for 40M & 80M. Still to be erected is 
a 6M beam. The club operated a special event 
station, W3DAD from there on Father’s Day. It 
went quite well with over 300 contacts. We’ll get 
together soon to fill out the certificates and get them 
mailed. You can expect to work us from there 
during the Maryland/DC QSO Party in August. 


In June we kicked off the month by supplying 
communications for the Pallotti 5K Run/Walk. 
This is the second year for that event and the second ~ 
time we’ve been able to assist. As I write this, Field 
Day was yesterday. We had a great one this-year. 
The club made lots of contacts, had a good number 
of folks from the community stop by to see what 
we were doing, and had a great pot luck dinner 
Saturday nite. We had packet running and and 
APRS station too. We use a Th-6 beam mounted 
on the boom of a bucket truck with a couple of 
wire antennas for the low bands. There was also a 
VHF station for making those 6M contacts and 2M 
SSB contacts. If you worked W3LM, that was us. 


In July we’ ll tell you how our activities for the 
4th of July in Laurel went. 


73 de Jim/WI3N 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
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ANAHEIM, CA * ATLANTA, GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASILE, DE 


OAKLAND, CA * PHOENIX, AZ * PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 
SAN DIEGO, CA *SUNNYWALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE, VA 


August 1997 


The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
NBC Building - WK YS Conference Room, 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, Washington, DC. 

Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 


145.45 MHz (PL-SA). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-SA). 

WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwright/(MADRAS. html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Larry Ziecheck - N3GKZ (301) 
984-6113, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 984- 
3. 


It’s hard to believe that Field Day ’97 is over 
for another year. All those months of preparation, 
plus the endless meetings assigning tasks to 
everyone participating in the event, not to mention 
the antenna checking and repair parties that took 
place, has come and gone in a short 24-hour period. 


MADRAS wants to say “THANK YOU”, to 
all of the members, past members and non- 
members who volunteered their time, talent and 
muscle toward making this a very memorable Field 
Day experience this year. Even though we are not 
a large club, we had a very enthusiastic group 
participating in all phases of field day operation, 
such as placing antennas, setting up all the stations, 
readying the generators, passing out all the 
necessary log sheets * dupe sheets and supplying 
all the food and drinks needed for the hungry and 
thirsty operators. (Many stayed for the whole 24 
hours). 


The following hams made this year’s Field Day 
°97 a most rewarding event: 


Bruce Barcome - W3LJ 


Jean Blacik - N3PLC 
Leo Boberschmidt - KA3TGY 
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Dick Chambers - AI3M 
Michele Cimbala - WK3X 
Ron Fineman - W3GIS 
Ernst Gehrels - N3QX 

Joel Harding - KE3 YK 
Michael Holland - N3YGU 
Scott Johnston - KD4EBL 
Quin Marsh - N3KGM 
Bob Price - N3NNQ 
Lenny Schacter - N3RPQ 
Jason Schiller - KB2RTQ 
Scott Standiford - W3YTW 
Bob Teitel - W3IDT 

Paul Washington - KQ3X 
Arley Wright - WBOGPO 
Fran Wright - KA9ORU 
Frank Wright = N30QB 
Larry Ziecheck - N3GKZ 


Outside of a few minor antenna problems that 
occurred at the beginning of the contest, most of 
the 24-hour period went smoothly. Since we set 
up our operation in the Charleston Shopping 
Center, we had a fair amount of visitors wandering 
through during the day. Several of them stopped 
by our Information Booth and browsed thru our 
literature on ham radio. 


Our Thursday nite net will meet every 
Thursday at 9:00 P.M. during the summer months. 
Be sure to mark your calendars and check in with 


US. 


Watch for your August Bulletin announcing the 
date and time for our End of Summer dinner. 


73..... Jean - N3PLC 


Reminder - all submissions for 


"Hi y 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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The Maryland 
Mobileers Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First Friday of each month at 
the AA Co. EOC, Crownsville State Hospital 
grounds Crownsville, Md. 

Repeaters: WA3PJQ - 146.805 & 449.125 
both in Millersville, Md. W3VPR - 442.3 in 
Annapolis - Joint usage AARC. 

Social Breakfasts: 15 days (3 Saturdays) after 
club mtg, at Rick’s Cafe in Odenton at 9 AM. 
Mailing: MMARC, P.O. Box 935, Severn, 
Md. 21144 

Nets: 2-Meter on 146.805 @20:30 local time 
every Monday, 10-Meter CW practice net 
@ 19:00 Monday on 28.230 MHz. 
Information: Brian Fitzpatrick, N3QXW 
(President). Bill Ziegler KA6TYY (410) 987- 
2384 (e-mail: Zzziggy @aol.com). 

Web: http://www.erols.com/wb3v/mmarc/ 


Greetings to all from the Mobileers! Well I 
don’t think any of us could have asked for better 
weather than what we had for field day. 


The Mobileers used the camping field at Downs 
Park in Pasadena, MD for their site. Ken, N3OPI, 
was the club’s field day chairman and had done a 
preliminary scout trip so that on that Saturday we 
had a very detailed drawing showing where each 
tent, rig, antenna, tower and generator should be 
located. And of course the most vital location 
needed, for the FOOD! 


The day started off with taking on energy at 
Johnny’s Restaurant at 0600. It sometimes is hard 
to eat that early in the morning, but we all gave it 
our best try. We then proceeded out to the Field 
Day Site and changed a campsite into a remote 
communication center. 


With the help of about 20 club members we 


erected two towers with antennas on them, several 
dipoles and even strung a loop antenna. The sling 
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shots and lead weights were flying! 


We had three stations plus one Novice station. 
The novice stations did an outstanding job this year. 
Not just in making contacts, but with also putting - 
up their antenna and after finding out it wasn’t 
working well, they constructed a dipole from 
scratch. Bravo! 


We even had an APR (Automatic Position 
Reporting) station. Unlike years in the past, we 
had die-hard field day contesters working all night. 


Rumor has it the outstanding cooking job done 
by KA6TYY kept them full of energy!! (But, then 
I might be a little bias!). All in all, the club was 
quite pleased with the turn-out and 
accomplishments of field day. 


Not only did the contesters get a chance to get 
contacts, there were many lessons taught about the 
HAM Hobby from portable site set-up to radio 
theory to electronic safety. This is what Field Day 
is all about and we thank those who supported it 
through out the country. 


That’s if for this month. Please note our club 
meeting, breakfast and net times. We would be 
happy to meet you and share some good “Ham 
Stories’”!! Don’t hesitate to use our repeater if you 
are in our area. 


73, Bill/KA6TYY 


Michael C. Martin 
N3RWFE 


Intererence Investigator 
ESO&C Substation Operations 


& Test-Electronics 


8400B Old Marlboro Pike 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 


Office/Fax 301 967-5230 Pager 202 530-3731 
Email MCMARTIN@PEPCO.COM 
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Montgomery 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Ist and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, 
Montgomery Co. Govt Center, 101 Monroe 
St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 
Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 (PL 
156.7) in Rockville. 

Club Net: Every Sunday night at 7:30 PM, 
on the MARC repeater. 

Internet: http://www.dsport.com/marc/ 
Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611; Gaithersburg, 
MD 20884-0611 

Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210 


MARC as ARRL Special Service Club 


Wow - What a Year! First we passed our 30th 
anniversary as an ARRL Chartered Club, and now 
we have earned the privilege to be an ARRL 
Special Service Club! Through countless hours of 
work and dedication to the League and Amateur 
Community we have finally made it as a Special 
Service Club. 


MARC President - Al Rabassa, NW2M 
received the news from Vicky Armentano (ARRL) 
and Tony Young, WA3 YLO (SSC Coordinator) in 
early June. The news was subsequently presented 
at the next club meeting and was met with a hearty 
round of applause from the MARC members. The 
club started with only 4 hams and has grown to 
over 300 members in recent years. With an average 
of over 100 club members over 30 years, yields 
3000 “ham-years” of service to this area alone! 
Weire always here for you! 


ARRL Field Day 1997 


Once again we had an excellent showing at this 


year’s FD event. Our new club callsign, KV3B, 


, Nie 
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rang in all modes from 160 meters thru 432 Mhz. 
The Izaac Walton League in Damascus, MD 
provided another weekend of hospitality. We just 
couldn’t say no! Mother Nature cooperated with 
a weekend of great weather, and the bugs decided 
to stay home. 


Special thanks go out to Howard, W3CQH for 
being the Field Day Chairman this year, and Laura 
Galiszuski - N3VOL and Eric Reinhold - N3NFS 
for finding a dozen corporate “sponsors” for this 
year’s outing. We had more food and drink than: 
ever before! Here are some photographs from 
Larry “Hal” Herman - KE3TS, our shutter-bug this 
year: 


Photo: KE3TS 


Photo: KE3TS 


73, and see you on the Sunday Night Net, 
146.955 at 7 PM! 


Al - NW2M 
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National 
Capitol DX 
Association 


Meetings: Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct and Dec. 
at a member's home. Contact the Secretary 


(Rick Murphy, K1MU) for details. 
On-the-air: Every Sunday at 8:30 PM on the 
147.000 repeater. All are welcome! 
Information: Rick Murphy-K1MU (703) 
280-2637 or Leo Boberschmidt-KA3TGY 
(301) 946-3738. 


Our June meeting was held at the home of 
Frank/W3LPL and Phyllis Donovan in Glenwood, 
MD. It is always a great pleasure to be able to visit 
Frank’s great antenna farm and see what has been 
added. This was also the meeting for the Potomac 
Valley Radio Club [PVRC] and the Frankford 
Radio Club [FRC]. In all, about 125 hams and 
family members attended on a very hot Saturday 
[temperature around 94 degrees]. There were also 
several DX guests there that day. Gary, S92AT, a 
VOA staffer on home leave, was there from VOA’s 
Sao Tome facility. Others visiting included ZL1AS 
fex-ZL1AAS], two VE3’s and some JA’s. It was 
indeed a great chance to see Frank’s station and 
visit with the hams from the other clubs and the 
hams visiting that day. 


At this meeting, NCDXA presented an 
Honorary Membership to Frank, W3LPL, for his 
annual hosting of the open house at his fine station. 
The club’s new QSL cards for our NC3DX call 
were shown to those attending. Yuki JHINBN/ 
K3ZB was there handing out QSLs for his 8R1ZB 
and J83ZB operation. Yuki had some really fine 
photo QSLs for his April/May 97 operation. At this 
meeting, NCDXA voted to support the Ashton 
Radio Communication’s 147.000 repeater. This is 
where NCDXA holds it weekly Sunday Night 
Meeting On The Air. Want to keep up with the latest 
club happenings? Stop by each Sunday evening at 
8:30 PM on 147.000. [There’s probably some items 
I’ve forgotten, but as I type this, I’m just 
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“recovering” from Field Day '97]. 


NEXT MEETING: Aug 16th at the Ore of 
Marty - W3YOZ on the Bay. 


The August meeting will be at W3YOZ’s, on 
the Bay. This is the Annual NCDXA-PVRC 
Fowlfest. Superb location with plenty of shade, 
delicious chicken barbeque, witty attendees 
what more could you ask for ???? Mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. Full details and 
directions will be sent to members in early August 
nad will be posted on the PVDXSN packet cluster. 


73 till next time de Leo - KA3TGY, 
NCDXA President [leob @erols.com] 


Northern 
Virginia 
FM Association 


Meetings: Fall, Winter and Spring at Virginia 
Power, On Rt 50 just west of the West Ox Road 
overpass and the Fair Oaks Mall. 

Weekly Nets: NVFMA Talk Net, Mon, 8:00 
PM, 146.79; NVFMA Swap Net, Tue, 8:00 
PM, 146.91; NVFMA Clinic, Ist Wed of the 
month, 7:30 PM, 146.79; NVFMA Net, Wed, 
8:00 PM, 146.79; ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. 
Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ . 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 1272.1/1292.1. 
Membership Info: Ann McWhirt KF4OSL, 
(703) 330-7429 or email to ammom 
@erols.com. 

Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. Box 486, 
McLean, VA 22101. 


There being a quorum, the NVFMA June 19th 
General Membership meeting was brought to order 
by Vice President Maury Shumaker, WOHYB. The 
Minutes of the previous General Membership 
meeting were read and approved as well as the 
Treasurer’s Report. 


Five candidates were on the ballot to fill two 
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vacancies on the NVFMA Board Of Directors. The 
Directors and Officers of the Association extend 
their hardiest congratulations and good wishes to 
Sam Ruffin, KM4OI, and Ed Harris, KE4SKY, 
who were elected by the membership to fill the 
vacancies. Special thanks to Brad, K6HPR, for 
the goodies enjoyed by all while the votes were 
being counted. 


Following the election, Brad Flippin, K6HPR, 
presented a draft budget for the Association. Much 
work must still be done but Brad’s effort along with 
Treasurer Jeff McWhirt, KC4RON’s input, is a 
good start. 


The membership voted unanimously for a two 
tiered membership fee that will better 
accommodate new members joining after the 
middle of our fiscal year. 


Also, a lively discussion involving several of 
the attendees was held regarding the basis and 
purpose of the NVFMA. Old ideas were presented 
as well as new. No conclusions or consensus was 
reached but those Associates attending the meeting 
were challenged to give the subject some serious 
thought and to be prepared to discuss those 
thoughts at the next General Membership meeting. 


Following the awarding of several door prizes, 
the meeting was adjourned. 


Maury Shumaker, WOHYB, Vice President 


THIS SPACE FOR RENT: 
JUST $17.00 PER 
MONTH! 


YOU CAN PLACE YOUR AMATEUR RADIO 
RELATED AD HERE FOR JUST $17.00 PER 
MONTH (AT THE YEARLY RATE). DON'T 
MISS OUT ON THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
REACH 2,000+ AUTO CALL READERS 
MONTHLY! 
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Prince George's 
Wireless 
Association 


Meetings: First working Tuesday of each 
month, 7:30 PM; American Red Cross bldg., 


6206 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 20782. 
Club Station: K3CEZ 

Mailing: 4109 Kennedy St., Haerilie MD 
20781 

Information: Frank Holton - WA3ZMW 
(301) 927-1245 


PGWA held it’s regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, June 3, 1997 with President Frank Holton, 
WA3ZMW presiding. 


Attendance of members at the meeting has 
fallen lately. We are hoping that some of those who 
haven’t attended will return. 


Our president for many years, Frank, 
WA3ZMW announced at the June meeting that he 
would like tc retire his services. Frank, will be 91 
years old on sis next birthday. 


As with many of us, we grow older, seem to 
develop certain physical conditions that limit us 
in our activities.. Frank has indicated that he has 
developed some arthritis and it is making it harder 
to maneuver. 


As PGWA members we would like to thank 
Frank for all the work he has done over the many 
years to hold the Club K3CEZ together. He has 
donated so much of his time and effort and his 
material donations are immeasurable to say the 
least. We will miss his leadership and longtime 
friendship. 


PGWA had to forego “Field Day” this year 
because of the lack of participants. At this time the 
future of the Club is undecided. We are hoping 
some of our members will return. 


73’s from Ken Easton N3HLY 
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Shenandoah 
Valley Amateur 
Radio Club — 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 
month at.7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 
Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia. 


Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out. 

Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604. 
President: Fred Wetzel (W4KRT). 

Info: Irvin Barb, W4DHU, 955-1745. 
Internet home page: http://www.vvalley. 
com/svarc. | 


Greetings once again from the valley! Many ) 


thanks to those of you who came to our Hamfest 
on August 3rd. We certainly enjoyed your company 
for the day! Due to the way AutoCall deadlines 
fall, I wasn’t able to gather information regarding 
the VE exams held at the hamfest so I’ll save that 


- for next month. 


Many thanks to Rick Choy, N3HXT for doing | 


such a fine job with our website! Please visit us at 


http://www.vvalley.com/svarc. Rick compiled all 
of the information as well as put it on the web... 


That’s quite an effort for one person, so hats off to 
Rick! 


Our Tuesday night tech nights continue to be a 
huge success. To date three packet stations have 
been assembled for use by our emergency service 
committee. So far this year projects have included 


antennas, power supplies, packet stations and even 


building computers. 


June 21st was a busy day for us.. Several 


members provided communications support for the . 


SPs fan 


Loudoun Street Mile, a foot race held in downtown 
Winchester. Afterward, many of those same folks 
hustled over to the clubhouse to setup for field day. 
Thanks to Godfrey Miller (N8GM) for 
coordinating equipment and providing logging 
guidance for field day. Thanks also to Janie Wetzel 
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(KA4HOP) and Jane Barb (KD4IET) who 
coordinated refreshments for field day activities. 

Coming up in September i is. our ever-popular club 
picnic. Jane Barb (KD4IET) will be coordinating 
the covered dish brigade while the club will be 
providing the burgers and dogs. We look forward 


__ to seeing everybody! | 


That’ s.all the news ot now. 73 ‘til next month 
KE4QJT /Laura Stewart, 


Southem 
Maryiand — 
Amateur Radio iss 
Club ria 


_ Meetings: 2nd Friday of eae rion at 1930 
ET at the PG County Police, Clinton Station, 
6707 Groveton Drive, Clinton, Maryland. 
Nets: Tuesday at 2000 on 147.15+ Repeater; 


Wednesday at 2000 on 1.865 (+/-QRM); 
Thursday at 2000 on 28.447 USB. | 


Repeater: WA3 YUV/R 147.154, 
Brandywine, Md. Autopatch to 911. ) 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 273, Cheltgn a 
Md, 20623 
Information: Vic (WA3YUV). & banda 
(KA3 VND), (301) 888-1388. 

~ Internet: http://www. iscanit.com/smare. >. 


Summer is now upon us with a vengeance. The 


violent storms we have recently experienced should 


remind each of us that we need to think about 
emergency preparedness before .an emergency. 
Make. sure that not only you are ready, but that 


-your family knows what to do or where to go if an 


emergency strikes in your neighborhood. Double 
check your emergency provisions and operating 
equipment.now. 


t The month of June brought. sad news to the 
.. members of SMARC with the announcement that 
W3EX, Leonard Hayden, became a Silent Key, Leo 
was familiar to the members of our 10 meter net 
and will be missed by all. Good news was heard 
on the repeater recently with the arrival of the 
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fourth harmonic for Ed, WB6NCO. Mother and 
new son are doing well, Ed is still trying to figure 
out how long it will take for his three boys and one 
girl to eat him out of house and home. 
Congratulations Ed. 


As if that wasn’t enough, our past president, 
Dave, KE3ID, will be moving shortly to West 
Virginia. He has been working hard trying to get a 
new home built there and planning a place to put 
his station. Dave and his family will be missed by 
all of us who enjoy following his adventures with 
his daughter. Of course it wouldn’t be fair if we 
didn’t report that just recently Dave and his XYL 
found that their second harmonic is scheduled to 
arrive in January, just about the time they get settled 
in that new home. There must be something in the 
Southern Maryland water. I don’t know about you, 
but only bottled water is used in my household. 


Our thanks go out to the antenna crew that 
climbed that huge tower to replace the repeater 
antenna. Make sure you let the trustee know about 
the coverage. Initial results indicate that the earlier 
problems have been resolved. 


For some, Field Day is now just a memory. 
For a number of our members it was an experience 
that won’t be forgotten soon. Our thanks to 
everyone who participated. For those who weren't 
able to attend this year, we hope to see you next 
year! 


Don’t forget that your annual dues were due at 
the end of July. Your continued support will help 
keep the improvements to the repeater coming as 
well as the new features like remote two meter sites 
and the 440 machine. Renewal will also guarantee 
you will receive the new Autopatch codes. 


Enjoy your family vacations before school 
starts at the end of this month and check-in on the 
repeater occasionally so we know how you are 
doing. And that is the big news from southern 
Maryland. Be careful in all your summertime 
activities, and we will see you here next month. 


73, Greg - WA3FSC 
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St. Mary's County 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meetings: Fourth Thursday of each month, 
7:30 PM, at the Lexington Park library. 
Repeater: K3HKI (146.64 MHz) 

Packet: K3HKI.4SOMD.MD.USA.NOAM 
(145.75/145.01/223.58/440.975 MHz) 


Lunch Bunch: Every Friday, listen on the 
146.64 MHz repeater between 10-11:30 AM 
to find out where to meet. 

Nets: - “St. Mary’s ARES”, every Monday at 
8:00 PM on 146.64 MHz - “Bottom County”, 
every Wednesday at 8:00 PM on 146.64 MHz. 


Address: SMCARA, P.O. Box 743, 
California, Maryland 20619. 

Newsletters: Complimentary copies are 
available at local Radio Shack stores. 


The early summer has been a busy time for the 
members of the Saint Mary’s County Amateur 
Radio Association. We welcome back our 
president, N3RVX, from an extended work period. 


Public Service events have occupied a great 
deal of attention for us. We supported the American 
Lung Association Chesapeake Bike Tour with help 
from N3RVX, KB3AMG, K3EZ, W3GYT, 
N3YTB, N3VQD, KB1YZ, N3HRT, WASUNR, 
N3HXN, KA3GLF and KE30X. This was a two 
day event with amateurs providing radio 
communications support. A very special thanks to 
Marty, N3HRT for the use of a great repeater. 
Another PSE was the Leonardtown Soap Box 
Derby. Thanks to N3YTB, N3VQD, KB3AMG 
and KE3OX for their participation. 


Field Day is over and the St. Mary’s County 
Trade Fair is coming. SMCARA will once again 
have a booth at the trade fair exhibiting amateur 
radio in Southern Maryland. 


I hope everyone is gearing up for the Simulated 
Emergency Test this fall. If you are unsure of what 
it is all about contact your Emergency Coordinator. 
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There is something for everyone to do. 


See everyone on the air. 73, Mark KE30X 


hat then p. 


% Sterling Park 
Amateur Radio 
Co Club 


Meetings: 8:00 PM. 


- Third Monday of the 
month except July and August at Sterling 
Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 
625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. 
Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- 
6341 or via email KS4II@ AOL.com. 


The June 1997 SPARC meeting was attended 
by 17 people. This is the last meeting before our 
summer break during July and August. The next 
formal SPARC meeting will be our annual open 
house meeting in September. 


The main topics for this months meeting were 
final Field Day planning and club officer elections. 
The club decided to operate 2A for Field Day under 
the W4RW callsign of Floyd Martin. Thanks again 
to Floyd for allowing us the use of his call, it sure 
stands out in a pileup. 


The club officers for 1997-98 are Bill Lorentz, 
KS4I, president; Dick Maylott, W2YE, vice- 
president; Forrest Snyder, N4UTY, secretary and 
Ray Mullins, KD4RSL, treasurer. Thanks to all 
for volunteering their time to fill these valuable 
positions. 


In other news, an initial planning meeting was 
held with members of the Dulles Amateur Radio 
Group and the Loudoun County Hospital’s move 
coordinator to lay the groundwork for our support 
of the upcoming hospital move to their new facility 
in Landsdown. There will be two mock moves in 
August and September in preparation for the “real 
deal” in October. I would like to encourage all 
amateur radio operators in Loudoun county to 
donate some of their time to help make the hospital 
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move as smooth as possible. This is a great 
opportunity to demonstrate the public service 
aspect of our hobby. 


Tam writing this article after a very enjoyable 
Field Day weekend. Everyone in the club pitched 
in to make this another terrific outing. I appreciate 
everyone’s efforts and hesitate to mention people 
by name as I know I would leave someone out. 
Band conditions were pretty good and several of 
our newer members received an introduction to HF 
operation that had them talking about license 
upgrades so they can get more frequency 
privileges. 


Thanks again for a great year and I will see all 
of you for an “eyeball” QSO at our September open 


house meeting. 


73, Bill, KS4II 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. | 


— 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of 
the Prince George’s County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- 
in on 147.18. 

Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. 

Web Page: HTTP://WWW.T-MARC.ORG. 
Information: President - Owen Wormser 
K6LEW (703)684-7682 CC Chairman - Bill 
Conaway W8HNT, Pager (703)741-4251. 
Ombudsman - Jim Erickson K3LFO (410)549- 
1041, K3LFO@APEXGRP.COM. 


We have tentatively scheduled the annual 
general membership meeting, and election of 
officers for the 1998 year, for Sunday afternoon, 
November 2nd, at2 PM, at the Alexandria 
Community Center. This is not far from the 
intersection of Rt. #1 and the Washington beltway 
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(I-95), in Alexandria, Va. Some of you will 
“remember that we met there a few years ago. We’ ll 
have further details next month. 


New coordinations include N3EGO’s proposed 
new 442.150 repeater in Greenbelt, Md. (1 
‘understand this is affilliated with the Goddard 
“A.R.C.), and N3MIR’s proposed new 224.600 
machine in Odenton, Md. At their request, 
coordination for the MARRA group’s proposed 
147.165 repeater on Dan’s Mountain in western 
Maryland was cancelled, and a new coordination 
for this frequency was issued to N3WFY at the 
same location. 


New repeaters which have recently become 
operational include N30UT’s 52.83/53.83 machine 


in northeastern Maryland, and the N3KEV 51.38/ 
51.88 repeater at Towson, Md. (This is the first 
repeater to be coordinated using a 500 kHz input/ 
output split in the 51 MHz part of the 6 Meter band) 


Interestingly, the vast majority of our recent 
coordination correspondence and applications have 
come via our T-MARC Internet Web site. This is a 
lot faster than using “snail mail”! One thing, 
though. Bill, W8HNT, our coordinator, asks ALL 
repeater sponsors to please send us your E-mail 
addresses, even if you don’t have any other reason 
to communicate with us. This will help speed up 
communications with you in the future. Thanks for 
your help! 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 


Bored with Repeaters? There IS Life on Simplex 
C. “Ed” Harris, KE4SKY, AEC Fairfax ARES 


I’m amazed how many new hams have never 
had a QSO except on a repeater. Simplex operation 
is the best way to find out how well that new rig 
performs. In January Fairfax ARES started a 2- 
meter simplex net on Friday nights to see if there 
was interest. It has become a regular weekly 
activity, Fridays at 8:30 p.m. on 146.415. The net 
was expended in March to cover all of Virginia 
ARES District 1, which includes the counties of 
Arlington, Fairfax, Prince William, Loudoun and 
Fauquier and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and 
Falls Church. Regular check-ins also include 
operators from D.C. and suburban Maryland. 


The purpose of this net is to familiarize 
amateurs with and to _—_ encourage simplex 
operation, by enabling them to demonstrate and 
evaluate their simplex capabilities, provide 
guidance to improve station performance, enhance 
operating proficiency and provide training in 
maintaining emergency communications without 
dependence upon repeaters. 


_ While most public service events can be run 
using a net control and multiple operators with HTs 


~ August 1997 


AU TOLS CALL 


on a repeater, during an emergency, repeaters are 
usually needed for emergency or priority traffic 
and may be operating on battery backup power, 
which must be conserved. We should all get back 
in the habit of listening on the repeater’s input 
frequency and not hog a machine for our long 
winded, casual rag chews if it’s possible to “go 
direct.” 


It is true that full powered mobile rigs and fixed 
stations with outside antennas provide the best 
simplex performance, but one of the purposes of 
the Virginia District 2 Simplex Net is to teach 
operators to open their squelch so they can listen 
for weak stations and relay their traffic. So if all 
you have is an HT, don’t be discouraged. Get out 
that telescoping half-wave or wind-up J-pole and 
12 volt battery pack and give it a shot! We’ll be 
listening for you. — ’73 de KE4SKY. 


For additional information please visit the 
Virginia ARES web page at: http://www.aresva.org 
E-mail Reply to: ed_harris@p3006.F120 
.n109.z1.fidonet.org. 
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(S40 G ELECTRONICS 


8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


301-258-7373 
It's Hamfest Time Again! 


Will you buy used gear from some 
ouy at a hamfest, take it home, 
and find 


It Doesn't Work? 


We've been here for 20 years! 


Gan G ELECTRONICS offers a 14 day 


GUARANTEE 


on all used gear sold at a hamfest or at our store. 
(as-is gear excepted) 
If you find our gear does not meet specifications, bring it back, 
in the same condition as purchased, and get it repaired or a 
FULL REFUND! 


WE BUY 


Used Electronic Equipment of All Kinds. 
Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
Test Equipment, Too! 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO 53:00 RPM : 


AND BY APPOINTMENT (ompos) 
eave an VISA and MasterCard Accepted 5 een a 


Ra ee 
naman 
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Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 


ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 
5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 
vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 
a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club 
will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided with each 
ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


FOR SALE: 13 drawer tool chest/cabinet 
combination on wheels. Craftsman. Cost $700.00. 
Never used. My error, your gain. $500.00 OBO. 
Hank Mason, W3FVD. (301) 899-8717. [09/97 


WANTED: Copy or original user/construction 
manual for Heathkit HW-7 QRP Transceiver. 
Please Contact: Jay Madigan, KC4UBM;; (703) 
444-2633, Great Falls, VA. [08/97] 


FREE: Hobbyist bonanza! Devry electronics 
course manuals, old equipment, data books, parts, 
misc. Excellent for precocious teen experimenter 
(like I was). Eric, Silver Spnng, (301) 438-8270. 
[09/97] 


FOR SALE: Microphone, Like New (used only 4 
months by non-smoker); Unidirectional highball 
by Shure; dual impedance, 80-15,000 Hz, 16 ft. 


Cable with 1/4" plug (adaptable to XLR). Includes 


swivel stand adapter, zippered bag, and windscreen. 
Original value: $63; want $35 OBO. Ted, N4XX 


- (703) 780-6397. [08/97] 


AUTOLS CALL 


the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that will be 
running for longer than 1 month must be accompanied by 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the 1st day of the 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- 
cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


WANTED: KENWOOD SS RIG Would like to 
replace my trusty 520-SE with a newer SS model. 
Prefer to buy from a fellow Auto-Call ham. Warren, 
AA4BE (703) 941-7459, Work: (202) 287-2057 
[08/97] 


FOR SALE: Ten-Tec Scout with 20M, 30M, and 
40M modules (others available from Ten-Tec), 
noise blanketer, hand microphone, and lightweight 
switching power supply. Excellent condition; all 
for $600 OBO. Leave message for John at (703) 
765-7027 or at taxman @cq.cqi.com. [08/97] 


FOR SALE: Roof tower CR-18, 6 ft high, good 
condition, $40.00, manual. Medium duty rotor w/ 
control. box, 75' cable included. Good condition, 
$30.00, manual. R4 vertical 20, 15, 12, 10 meter 
in good condition, $30.00. manual. Call George, 
KD4FF. (703) 494-4121 or write: George Hunt, 
P.O. Box 1843, Centreville, VA 20122. [07/97} 


FOR SALE: QST - 55 years of QST! 1944 through 
1995 complete in mint condition. plus 51 pre °44 
issues in good condition. Best offer. W3EE, 
Towson, MD. (410) 828-7884. [07/97] 
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QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND DXCC 


CHECKED LOCALLY! 


QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC 
AWARDS CAN BE CHECKED LOCALLY, 
USUALLY ON A WHILE-U-WAIT BASIS. 
CONTACT K3BEQ 301-773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY TO DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO 
MAIL-INS. 


73 Murray (K3BEQ) 
mgreen @erols.com 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 for S & H 


NRS 


- Rebuilt Rotors for Sale - Parts for U.S, 
- We Buy Used U.S. Rotors/Controls for CASH! 


NORIM'S ROTORSERVICE 
5263 Agro Drive . 
Frederick, MD 21703. 
(301)874-5885 


We Rebuild Rotors 


Plus: 
Built Rotors 


NORM JEWELER K3LYW 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 
Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. [SWP] 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 


[07/97] ASP 3 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 


sample newsletter, write to Jay Kiessling, 

Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club, P.O. Box — 

67, Upperco, MD 21155. (410) 239-1818. 
[SWP] 


COMMERCIAL 
ADVERTISING 


Ad Size 1 Year 6 Tlmes 3 Tlmes 1 Tlme 
Full $75.00 $90.00 $100.00 $105.00 


not be published. Payment should be included 


Ye Sag ONC a pou a when the ad is submitted for publication. No ads 
edie Uta MUR ee cA ill be accepted over the telephone. Since no ef- | 
1/4 33.00 38.00 41.00 43.00 Me tubing peahis | 
1/6 22.00 26.00 28.00 30.00 ort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty — 
1/8 17.00 20.00 ‘22.00 23.00 cat ben eee 


DISPLAY ADS are “Boxed” and may contain art- 
work or photographs. Requests for specific place- — 
ment in the magazine will be honored if practical 

but cannot be guaranteed. Display ads are charges — 
according to size as shown below, based on cam- 
era ready copy. é 


Commercial vendors should include the ad size and 
length of run (e.g. 1 year, 6 times, etc.) on com- 
pany letterhead and it must be signed by the per- 
son authorizing payment for the ad. Full name and 
address must be provided with each ad but need 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALIS TS IN RFC ONNEC TORS AND C COAX” 


RECEPTACLE 
UG-296/U SO:239 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, W5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 
Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 

Code Tapes—Code Keys—Oscillators—Instructor Guides—all class needs with one call! New! 
CALLBOOK CD-ROM, Summer Edition (List $49.95) Only $39.00. Latest Edition! QRZ, 
HAM RADIO! CD-ROM (List $29.95) Only $18.00. New! TravelPlus for Repeaters CD-ROM, 
ARRL. Choose your destination and TravelPlus will identify all of the repeaters along the way. 
Includes detailed maps for the US and Canada. (List $39.95) Only $37.00. New! ARRL AN- 
TENNA BOOK, with IBM disk. (List $30) 1-9, Only $27.50 New! ARRL OPERATING 
MANUAL (List $25.00) Only $22.75. 1996 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Special price while 
they last. Only $20.00! 1997 ARRL HANDBOOK, (List $38) 1-9, Only $34.50. Call for larger 
quantity discount. New! On-Line Catalog: www.jwoservices.com 

New E-Mail address: johnw3is @igateway.com 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. JWO SERVICES 


John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
JWO SERVICES 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
12 years of excellent service Ryon evade Shipments. 


around the world! i We also accept Novus 
ee & Discover cards! 
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Auto Call Production Policy 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Auto Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet” johnqueen @aol.com”’ 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @ aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @ aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen @aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen@aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


sists 


accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 


puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE © 


envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25” 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 


club header information ONLY when different 


from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 


(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 


reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 


-tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 


tographs will be used in columns when space per- 


97°. mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
Computer Disk: Submissions are 


For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 


write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 


velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 


will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. - 
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BENEFITS FOR. YOU... 
QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance,.Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ‘ AUTO-CALL 
Re ar a mine es rot a ree EE A a ee ee Call: 


Address: 3 , 
City: : State: Zip: 


$31 in U.S: $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 
for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 
for membership. 


Visa, MC, AMEX; Discover #: 
Signature: | Expires: 


i Oe RR a EER I Wa ga abe aes ee | 
Atlantic Division Director . * Roanoke Division Director 
Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League JohnKanode, NAMM 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt. 1,Box73-A 


sania pest SADIE am oan eat et ae ae a 


. Phone: (610) 993-9623 


So! eked Newington, CT. 06111 USA La re nn 


| Sunday | Monday | Twesday |Wednesday| Thursday | Friday | Saturda 
I 2 


Mobileers Greer NATE 


Shenandoah 


4 g 7 8 VOA 9 
Vienna ; 
Antietam A Arundel 
DOSARC nne Arun So. Maryland North Point 
Alexandria 


10 11 14 amrad | 15 16 
Leisure MADRAS Capital City 
MetroComm| CarrollCo. | Frederick Mid-Atlantic | S"enandeah | “Gawa 91 
Woodbridge Mt. Vernon 
17 18 


22 23 


OVHA Antietam Central MD 


Montgomery | Anne Arundel Vienna 
Goddard 


24/31 {25 26 Tinian 20 29 30 


Adventist (31)| Green Min. | Columbia Exp Post MADRAS 
T-MARC Moose St. Mary's 
Carroll Co. 


Sterling Park | Arlington 


